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CHAPTER |

NATIONAL STOCKS IN MESOPOTAMIA

MESOPOTAMIA is emphatically "the Land of the two Rivers'B@it Nahrein™), Tigris and
Euphrates, as Egypt is, with equal decision, the land of the Nilestrittiness, the name is
applied -- as we believe that the name Egypt was once applibd-tdeélta” district only, the
provinces which the river has won from the sea. In MesopotamialtiveabPlain, being the
work of two rivers, not one, is not of the triangular shape that the mapties, but includes all
the district, from Baghdad down to the Persian Gulf. In practiceppiper part of the river
valley, both in Egypt and in Mesopotamia, came to be dependent politicatlye power that
controlled the lower, and has always continued to be so. Thus, the nanexteaded
accordingly, and Mesopotamia means now not only the "delta districtheofTigris and
Euphrates, which is Iraq proper, but also all the province called byrdes "the Island”
(Jezireh), or the lands between those rivers, from the point wheressiue from the mountains
of Taurus to the sea. In both lands the site of the capital wasedidy the facts of the course
of the rivers. The government had to be somewhere about the head dighe/ldere it could
control the irrigation, for he who ruled that ruled the land.

The actual city might vary, and a king might choose Babylon, Seleund@aghdad, but all
of these are within a circle of forty miles radius, and are albeustrategic point. Cities in other
districts, even if they might be seats of empire for a while, were no more than pabeapitals.

We all know of Mesopotamia as one of the original hearths -- quisthyp$he oldest of all
from which the fire of civilization was distributed about the woaslsuch, it has its never-ailing
interest for the archaeologist. What gives the country itsesitéo students of another kind, and
a. part of its charm for those whose fate brings them to livee therthis: that in that land,
nothing which has once struck root seems ever to perish altogetrsenottanly that the soil has
preserved the relics of those whose civilization was alreadyolticusand years ago, but that
the land still keeps the old types and customs, so that archeoltggrésa living thing, not
merely the study of the dead. Boats of the model laid in the torthie ¢&fing of Ur, to carry his
soul to the land of spirits in 4000 B.C., still ply upon the Tigris to-day are the ordinary
vehicle of the marsh Arab. Moslem women still bathe ceremonialthe Holy Wells near
Baghdad, down which their ancestors descended in the track of the heatytésbring up the
water of life from the Underworld, that so they may be ablewue kijfie to others. The people of
the land are still the people of Babylonia and Assyria of old, and tg tdawn of the twentieth
century the village life was still that of four thousand yeas aThe modern house of Baghdad
to-day is still of the type built in Ur before Babylon was.

It is true, of course, that invasions from without have come in agaragain through the
centuries, and each has brought some foreign culture that may aroinbgve survived, or a
new type that may be there still. The tale of invadersan@ dne, for Alexander is not the first
on the list, though the Greek may have been the first to bring Westkrence into the land.
The Turk-as much a foreigner as any-is but one in a series, andehisut an episode in the
history. He, an Eastern, came to the. land from the West; and noatékein the roll, the
English from the Western ocean, have entered the land from tharieaStouth, to rule for an
hour where Alexander and Nebuchadnezzar ruled before.
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It is a strange fate that has put the hearths of the world'sitfest civilizations-the land of
Babel and the land of the Pharaohs-both under the guidance of men fitlie ialdind in the
Atlantic.

Each of the old stocks of the dwellers in the land -from the union afhwié hope to see
the modern nation of Iragq form itself-has its own history and its ioéarest. We propose to
take one of them only, the Assyrian or Assyrio-Chaldégme, and to give the story of some of
the later stages of its development, a story that has a rorttetde peculiarly its own. But in
telling the tale of any one of the many "millets,” or national @idious stocks, which dwell
often in unfriendly neighbourhood in the land, it is impossible to avoid dealsamywith the
political and racial ' problems of the surrounding peoples, and showinghkeasaine difficulties
affected all.

The Assyrian stock has probably been there from the very ediriest.  Civilization begins
in Mesopotamia with a "Hamitic," or possibly Mongolian race, viz. 'tBemerian,” at about
4000 B.C. The beginning of this Sumerian kingdom of "Nimrod, son of Cush, somgf ias
Babylon and Ur (Babel and Erech), in the land of Shinar. So the Héfa@itionalists gathered
from older, and quite reliable, sources of information (Gen. x. 10), ahda@ogy confirms their
verdict.

A little later, a Semitic stock, the Accadian, appears indhd,land we read that "Assur"” --
the Assyrian emigrants generally -- went out and founded new ati€alah and Nineveh, of
which the ruins abide unto this day. Their emigration may have besedtay the coming of
Accad, but they were, like those invaders, of Semitic blood.

It would seem that the Semitic clans migrated northward abotitrikeof the fall of Ur, and
the rise of that upstart and parvenu city, Babylon, to the control ofrShiimés took place about
2000 B.C., and the one event may well have been the cause of the other.

Most of the migrating clans were content to settle in whabis Northern Iraq, but some
small sects went further. The leader of one of these was knowimg iland where he finally
pitched his tent, as "Abram the Outlander" (Gen. xiv. 13), and he has\tefy deep mark on
the religious history of the race.

This was, at least, the standard account as given a few ygartater discoveries, however,
lead to the conclusion that there was a Semitic migration nodhataan earlier date, and that
the emigrants Of 2000 B.C. only followed. where their kinsfolk had gone before them.

The Assyrians rose to greatness in their new land as the fowidbesfirst military empire
in history. That would seem to have been their one original contribatidretprogress of the
world, for their architecture, religion, and science were atikisaborrowed from Babylon. Still,
those who gave men the battering-ram and the catapult (the waotiltésyatill cannon became
effective two thousand years later) have at least not been entirely iveff@etong the nations.

The fact that they ruled their empire by a system Of taptg," or by the transplanting of
the conquered stocks, brought many new types into Mesopotamia. The bestdinthese
captivities is one of the smallest, the Israelite and iturgoas to reflect that traces of this body
appear still to exist in the land to this day.

The statement may bring down the wrath of those who hold to thesBrigrael theory,"
but nevertheless it is the fact. On the River Khabor in Northaardne of the sites of the
original settlement-there still exist Israelite or Jéwigllages, and old members of the Jewish
colony in Mosul have assured the writer that they regard themsatvéiselonging to the ten
tribes, not to the two," and as still living "where Sargon, King séyhia, put our Fathers" (2
Kings xvii. 6)
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The Assyrian Empire fell in due time, and others took its pldeekindred stock of the
Chaldaeans or Babylonians from the South, and after them the MedarBersim the North
and East. The Assyrian stock, however, was by no means extermigatedst there is no
evidence of such destruction, -- and seemingly continued to exist atditsome. Of course,
there other types in the districts round it, and of these the maoks¢dnia the nation of the Kurds
or Karduchi.

This "millet” (the Turkish official term for a nationality their empire is too convenient for
a writer to avoid using it) is at once an interest to the ti@vahd student, and a standing
difficulty to the government of the land, whatever that governmentamayce to be. The Kurds
are of Aryan, not of Semitic, stock; the language they use, thouglalects vary, is always
closely allied to and derived from Persian; they would seem to inheabited the mountain
districts of "Kurdistan" or Kordyene since before history beganthétleast they were there in
days of Tiglath-Pileser I. the founder of the Assyrian Empirthényear 1000 B.C., and they
were there still in the year 400 B.C., when Xenophon with his Greekhtfoiggway homeward
through their mountains. Nor do their characteristics appear to lht@vedain the interval
between 1000 B.C. and A.D. 1900.

They are a strong and gifted, and in many ways an attractivevijthevhom many English
officials have found it easy enough to be friends. Yet, whetherfibbethe character of their
mountain home, or from something lacking in their own make-up, they are a . Their
home is the great semicircle of rugged mountain ranges whiehdekiom the Mediterranean at
Alexandretta, round to the north of Mosul and south to the Persian Glalfidaof narrow
mountain valleys, debarred from any access to the sea. Hencdatheyever been able to
emerge from the "tribal stage” of development, and are in liisadely. They have never been a
united race, and none of their blood has ever been able to weld all tpgethie produce
anything larger than an evanescent confederation of clans. They haueeiragreat men:
Saladin is a national hero worthy of any nation; but those great nvennhade their careers
elsewhere, and the nation still remains a set of clansmen onlyngahegiance, for practical
purposes, to nothing higher than the chief of a tribe. There may onobde a "hukumet” or
supreme government in the background which the chief knows that he hadbegeovoke,
but ideas of citizenship or patriotism are quite beyond their meatedon. Not over-religious,
normally, they may be swept at times by waves of fanaticism.

So long as there was any ruler that claimed to be Khalif afmisthen it might be admitted
that -- as Kurds are nearly all Sunni Mahommedans by faith “stleeessor of the Prophet" had
some sort of claim to the allegiance of the tribesman -- sq ingpurse, as he did not attempt
to enforce it. For as long as the nominal ruler of Kurdistan waSutan of Turkey, this idyllic
state of affairs was practically allowed to continue, and Turkistimakams" knew better than
to attempt to carry out any orders they might feel obliged teeis®Now, there is no Khalif, and
both in Turkey and Irag, governments want to be obeyed, and, so far, the Kot bagn able
to assimilate himself to a new r6gime. Still, neither the mo@#toman nor the government of
Iraq feel able to acquiesce in the existence of a lawles#ial This has caused trouble, and will
continue to do so.

Another national type, the Armenian, has its real home on the tablelahd north of the
semicircular zone of mountain that we have spoken of; circumstancegvdmwave so
scattered this unhappy people, that their remnants are found in Mes@patarisewhere, and
they form one of the stocks that we have to consider.
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In their original home, local conditions allowed a nation to develop, wheemed to be
designed as a buffer State between the lands that have alwaythbeseats of great empires,
Anatolia and Mesopotamia. A distinctly strong stock, which for ceegumnias accustomed to
provide the picked troops of the Byzantine army,-that army which evashturies the scientific
force of its days,-the Armenian was also gifted with gresdiig faculties, which even their
bitterest enemies would allow that they keep still. But theyatsmino mean artistic gifts in the
direction of painting and architecture, and have always been devoted partivellar form of
religion that they professed, which they were apt to make into a standard of theirltytiona

Yet, through the centuries, this strong and gifted nation has someheattamake good.
It has never been anything better than "a strife unto its neighbedrsh it was partly
independent, for actually so it seldom was,--and a problem to its mken avowedly subject to
somebody. Unable either to command or to obey, the Armenian was forgigrring against
the suzerain of the moment with the emissaries of his rival.

They were able to attempt great things. In late classis, ddyen Rome was spreading her
dominion over Asia Minor, this stock produced such rulers as Tigranes ahiiddtes, who
could rally the East against the encroaching West, and for a meewmed likely to drive back
the Roman, at least to the western side of the Aegean. Yeffohiefailed, and in later days the
status of Armenia as an independent ally of Rome, between her fiamdiethat of Persia, failed
also. Once again the obstinate Armenian stock made the effort,tablisked a kingdom under
the House of Bagrad, which had its capital at Ani in Transcays@iseae the majestic ruins bear
witness to Armenian greatness to this day.

For a critical two centuries (860-1060, the days of the first Montiatks), the tough
mountaineers held back the advancing Seljuk Turks, and it was the obvioestimde the
Byzantine Empire to protect and foster so valuable a buffer. Thagveowthey would not do.
The Armenians were Heretics, which meant that their nationalcGhabstinately refused to be
subject to the Greek, and they were therefore unworthy of any supporttie Orthodox. So
Armenia was allowed to go down before the Mahommedan, and Constantinoplpastdhe
penalty for her folly, when the disaster of Malazkurd (a battle Hfoug the very year of the
Norman conquest of England), gave Anatolia to the Turk for ever. "Léss®nia" kept her
independence in Cilicia for awhile after, but soon this kingdom fell also.

The Armenian has now been scattered, and forms one of the many slemehe
population of Mesopotamia, where are found other strange hations,” atsjibach with a faith
that is its own. There are Yezidis, whose "Devil-worship" is dsbyba survival of a primitive
paganism. Sab2eans, who seem to perpetuate the "Gnosticism" ottiehfistian century,
"Shebbek" and "Sarli,” who have found it possible to shelter pre-Mahomnfet@under the
wing of a heretical form of Islam. The land with six thousandsyeé continuous history is a
museum of ethnology and of religious science.

Over a country that was the richest in the world once, "one garaen,Samaffa to the
gulf,” and that might be so again if modern engineers were alltavdd their work, waves of
conquest have constantly ebbed and flowed. Thrice the Persian frorastheaS come down
from his tableland, to hold the river-plain for awhile and to loses ip@wer went from him.
Once in the days of Darius and Xerxes-600-300 B.C. —ere the mighteginder brought the
kingdom of the "Great King" to the ground. Once for four centuriebeChristian era (A.D.
22S-640), when the House of Sassan sought to revive the glory of theierdamd
predecessors, and could fight with Rome on at least equal termse i@rlse seventeenth
century, when he had to yield the prize to the Ottoman Turk under Selim the Grim.
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Greek and Roman from the West have made their way in again aing @gg to resign
what was too far from their capital for them to hold.

Alexander, the great practical dreamer, sought to unite East ast whd make Babylon
once more the capital of the world. His successors brought Hetleltiice into the land, but
could not subdue it. Trajan, Julian, Heraclius, each in turn followeditegednd succumbed to
it.

A later age saw the Mongols from Central Asia swarm downiintand inflict on Baghdad
a sack that shocked the not over-tender mediaeval conscience. Whgsatithdythe ottomans,
men of their blood, were their lawful heirs. All of these, howewar)e but passing storms.
They ruled for a few centuries maybe, but that is little iaradIthat can count sixty of them.
Greek, Persian and Mongol came and went.

There was one type, however, that was for ever coming into Mesopptardianaking the
land his own, and that was the Arab of the desert. Since time bibgae, has been an
infiltrations sometimes an influx, from the desert to the sownhaged whom the desert, bard
mother of men, refuses to support. The force behind this is the pregrégsiccation of
Arabia.

There is no doubt that, at one time, districts of Arabia which aredeswalate could support
a very considerable population. That most modern and useful tool of theealmgist, the
aeroplane, has revealed the existence of great torrals" fonegafolds for flocks, and
settlements of neolithic date, in lands that are now mere wabteand. The cause of the
change- is still unknown, but men suggest that a slight change outhe of the path of the
monsoon, which now bears its load of rain direct from the Indian Ocetire timdian Ghats,
would imply that the wind in question would drop enough moisture upon Arabiaki® angreat
difference in its character.

With this gradual desiccation has come a regular process ofjmation a drift of the desert
Arab into the watered lands of Mesopotamia. This began in prehidiys; and is still going
on. Arab tribes leave the desert not too willingly, for the aptiems a certain loss of caste in the
opinion of their hardier fellows, and they settle where they canliivable lands. This has the
result that an Arab tribe may be partly nomad and partly seélesh if the nomad does look
upon his kin as one may fancy the wild goose looks upon his cousins inrtharfdy and the
settled portions, while all the men still count themselves hbaslbnging to the same. tribe, may
be scattered at great distances' from each other, in IrégrierrWhether the range is for the
better for the nomad is a doubtful matter.

Occasionally, instead of the gradual infiltration, there may cameat and marked wave of
invasion. One such in primitive days was the inrush of the Accadmn upon the older
Sumerian civilization; one in historic times was the great outlmirenergy in Arabia that was
connected with the rise of Islam, resulting in a definite Arab siova and occupation of
Mesopotamia. It is by no means impossible that the recent paiivihne Wahabi fanatics is '
prompted by the same force, and the fact that the desert is nowaidd&rent government
from that ruling the cultivated land has complicated the question in a new way.

Thus, the Arab has possessed himself of Irag, and has establishadilizistion and
language in country originally inhabited by a type that was difteirem, but yet akin to him.
The land has now become his, in tongue and in national type. Only studenbmaéiokeyond
the Abbassid Khalifs of Baghdad.



The Assyrians And Their Neighbours

The question of settlement and common development has been complicdteaddgious,
problem, for the latest of the great immigrations of the Arabksbrought with them, in the
seventh century A.D., the militant religion of Islam.

Mesopotamia then, with its long history, is our background, and on it wethdkace the
romantic fortunes of one of the many national and religious types rttein its relations with
the other nationalities and faiths that have appeared in the country.
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CHAPTER Il

THE PARTHIAN PERIOD

THE coming of Alexander the Great marks an epoch in the longyigalEast and West,
for there begins with him a period-which was rightly dated from mnthe works of all
chroniclers of the day-in which Western rule and Western culters@eading over the East,
with either Greeks or Greek-influenced Romans as their standaml-bEar a thousand years
(330 B.C. to A.D. 640) this process goes on, and only ends when the risarobtshgs a totally
new factor into the situation. Alexander is the destroyer of oldlanddent empires in the East,
but he also seeks to restore them by Western strength and lifeacihe lived, his genius might
have accomplished the union of the two civilizations. That was hisndraad had he been
granted the thirty years of additional working life that seenweflet quite possible when he
passed away at the age of thirty-two, he might have embodiefadtim the empire that seemed
to be willing to obey him. When he died, he was the actual asas/étle nominal sovereign of a
dominion that spread from the Adriatic to the Indus, and he had so inpi@sspersonality
upon it, that he and he alone of all men of his age is still unforgwitdhose lands. Everywhere
in that vast stretch of different types and different religiorexy know of "Sikandar,” and know
him as a hero who is in a class altogether by himself.

What it may be that Alexander had the power and the vision to acstimbpis successors
certainly could not do, and those whom he might perhaps have brought togethrey, apart
and into secular hostility once more.

The "Diadochi”were men of lesser mould, incapable of anything highan dynastic
ambition and only one of them was capable of realizing even thatenBtoknowing at least
what he could not do, was content to be the ruler of Egypt, and he foundedty tlyage which
lasted for three centuries, and which did most useful scientifik. wbhe man whose patronage
made possible the work of Euclid and the Septuagint, effected somgthihg progress of the
world. His rival and comrade, the founder of the House of Seleucus,faatheger dominion,
one that included Irag and all Mesopotamia, but it has left nothingddsthind it, unless it be a
feat to have impressed its name on one city of far older origmitibelf. Kirkuk in Northern Iraq
still carries a faint reminiscence of its old name, Citadehe House of Seleucus, but the "tel
that bears the name was ancient long before the Seleucids ruled in the land.

It is true that they were handicapped by the conditions of their rlilevas a time of
confusion, of movement of nations, such as that which was to destroy thenEonpire seven
centuries later, and to come again in the course of historytladter This time it was the Gauls
who were coming down into Italy, Greece, and Anatolia. They wefiada home in what we
now call France at last, -the land was not even Gallia then,-tibeikast they were simply a
wave of destruction that came and passed. The did leave some toacé® province of
"Galatia" bore their name after them, and they provided a "mdtved very famous statue, and
an address for an even more famous letter the Galatians,” butther moment all that they
effected politically was to make any enduring work impossible for the House of &elcuc

When the Seleucids passed, it was the Parthians who took theirrigzgeinto importance
about 240 B.C. and remaining holders of the sceptre till A.D. 240,-a loegdina race now so
completely forgotten.
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They came from the lands by the Caspian, and were Turanian. Bywtochk,is as much as
to say that in blood, and in character, they were much like the Tuddu@ly they won the rule
over all Persia and Mesopotamia, and were received as alltese IBhinese Empire in the East.
The records of this ancient country, now first coming, into use byanestholars, often throw
unexpected light on periods that were previously quite obscure. The Chinesth&rfearthians,
as men who coined silver money with the head of their King, Al-Saka@®s), upon it. They
had mastered the art of writing, and so were not without some gnatuhe civilization that is
lawfully only the heritage of the Celestial kingdom) though beingraall, they put the
inscriptions on barbarians leather, not on paper, and had a queer wayirgj horizontally,
instead of straight up and down. Actually, the leather writing ma&te parchment -- that so
astonished the Chinese ambassadors, was a recent invention, fooilywasshort time before
that the Pergamenes had brought in that Pergamenum”which wasdtsgtacing the tablet of
wax or clay.

The Parthian rule did not extend far to the West. Anatolia wasladivbetween that
Pergamus that had invented parchment, and the kindred kingdoms of Pontus and Armenia.

Armenians, of whom we shall have a good deal to say in the future,amefryan stock.
Their own legends say that they are the descendants of Haik, saphet,Jwho came straight
back to Ararat in virtuous protest against the act of his kin, who wasist on building the
tower of Babel. Hence the purity of the Armenian language, whiamexl spoke, before that
unlucky episode.

Other stories which they tell of themselves go back to Nebuchadrezddo Semiramis,
whose river still irrigates their ancient capital of Van. Muwodscientists, more prosaically say
that they appear in the land about 600 B.C. and that they then unite watldesinstock of
aboriginal inhabitants, the Urartians; a race that had much in cannwith the Hittites of the
central portion of Asia Minor. This latter stock was certainlythe land by 900 B.C. and they
fought for some three centuries with the Assyrians of Nineveh, Wvbom they seem to have
borrowed the cuneiform script used in the inscriptions still abundant on their rocks.

Pergamus, Armenia, and Pontus were the immediate neighbours oftthiarP@® the West,
but behind them lay a greater force by far. Rome was now victoonersCarthage, and was
turning her eyes and stretching out her hands to the East. In éatewow at the beginning of
a duel which was to last for fully 8oo years, between the grepire of the East, whether that
empire was Persian or Parthian, and that of the West. Even waenrtse and changed the
conditions of the fight, it still went on with different protagonistsd it may well be that it is not
finished yet.

The Turk has fought in that quarrel under the walls of Vienna, and F@nudader and
English soldier on the bills of Palestine.

There was a century or so of preliminary fencing, in which thle libuffer States" went
down, one after the other. Pergamus gave herself over to RomeniArfoaght one round
under her king, Tigranes, but was hopelessly "knocked out" at once by LucuHastus,
however (a people that was really of the tough Armenian stock),ageeey different account of
herself. She found a champion in Mithridates, who could stand up to Rohreengreat wars,
and defeat her armies again and again, though Rome, in her ordiraon fatoes not blazon
those defeats in her history. The Armeniare methods were giRomans remembered at least
one act of his with horror-the fact that he began one of the thneebywahe massacre of every
Latin-speaker within his borders, to the number of eighty thousand. Ramegts and
endurance won at the end, of course, but generals like Sulla and Pompey wid easily. In
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fact, the last named was generally held to have been saved byuhisluck from a very
awkward situation ("the best of luck was his all his life, &tl the last it turned"), when
Pharnaces, the son of Mithridates, turned traitor and broke his fédctather's heart and
resistance alike by the act. Mithridates committed suicidehdlgft one strange legacy behind
him to affect the West, as well as the memory of a fieesestance. This was Mithraism, the
ancient religion of which his name proclaimed him to be a followdrvehich was spread in the
Roman Empire by those followers of his cause whom his conqueror, feakieeof security,
disposed in various colonies. That cult f the "invictus comes," thedBaiyht and Truth,
spread throughout the Empire; wherever there was a camp of tbesletliere was a "Cave" or
"Lodge" of his Freemason like followers whose memorials are ttoolned on the Tyne, the
Danube, and the Ebro. Even when it went down before a purer form obmeligstamped its
influence pretty deeply on it, as can hardly be denied by those who oliserviethday of their
Lord at the winter solstice, even if they do call it Christmas Day.

Mithridates died in 63 B.C. and the fact left Rome and Parthiatéatace, rivals for the
empire of the East. Indeed the Parthian was no unworthy rival, anskevén Horace the
reflection of the impression that he made on the Rome of his day. wfiker is never tired of
referring to the awe felt by the Roman legionary for the tseget celerem fugam Parthi,” and it
was a long time before the generals of the Empire found theagiwer to the tactics of the
horse-archer, "versis animosum equis."

It is interesting to see that his descendant the Turk, though we dhinikn as a tough
infantryman now, was still employing that same mode of fightinthendays of the Crusades,
and Richard Coeur de Lion seems to have been the first man to thinkealiyaeffective way
of meeting him. "The Parthian, who now hold the empire of the East,Jsatin, "leave as it
were divided the empire of the world with Rome. Thrice have they ¢mnear with the
Romans, and alone among the nations have not been their equals only, bt tinetrvittors
over them."...

The first of these great defeats was the first occasioargéct, the destruction of Crassus at
Carrhae. Then the Roman army was nearly wiped out, and the bulkhaflé prisoner. Only
one officer came well out of the debacle, that Cassius who wewafds the chief in the plot to
murder Caesar. The prisoners were established as colonistsrtmagters at Merv, where their
descendants may be at the present day. Horace again tellstus stk it was, to hear that
some of them had settled down and made the best of their lot (Qd.), lithough the remedy he
puts into the mouth of Regulus would hardly abate the scandal. To geaphe&ed eagles
surrendered as a favour was counted as a triumph for Augustus, (Od. 1V, xv.).

A better general than Crassus, Mark Antony himself, also found ttieidPatoo much for
him. Invading their country from Antioch, he was only too glad to géthimlarmy out again by
the road of Tabriz and the lake of Urmi, leaving all his artijfeand baggage behind him. "I
never appreciated the work of the Ten Thousand Greeks before," be wahsohemy during the
campaign. Then a third Roman army was destroyed under Nero. Alstfagthe control of
Armenia-a matter that was to be a for generations had caused the dispute, and
Artabanes of Parthia had made peace impossible by writing an afgrtdeTiberius, in which
be advised the Emperor to commit suicide, "for bare decency's $&lke.followed, but the
army that Nero sent to avenge the insult to the Empire wastelgfaad forced to capitulate like
that of Crassus, and in the peace ' that followed, Parthia sedutked fuits of victory. Her
candidate for the throne of the kingdom of Armenia was allowed totlmale, which implied
that the border district in dispute was left under Parthian cont@lcaborrow a modern phrase,
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"in her sphere of influence." As a sop to Roman , the prince in question was
allowed to pay a visit to Rome and receive a crown there--thefsham triumph that might
appeal to Nero.

Greater emperors than Nero were to find the Parthian a foe wientould not subdue.
Trajan and Severus could overrun the land, having learned to take npliesbgutions, and to
enlist native auxiliaries who could meet the enemy on his own grounthdyutould not hold
the country. The fact was, that with the means of transport théts aisposal, Roman
organization could control no more than it had. The army was of @rcéred size, and it
would seem that financial considerations forbade its increase, fetle men could be found
without a form of conscription that was not then possible. If, howevenreahylisaster were to
befall, say, to the legions that defended the eastern frontieight take the better part of a year
before they could be reinforced from the a Danube, and that would be dmresialerable risk.
On the other hand, the Parthians, though their country was very dif6doltade and hold, were
not formidable as invaders. Great frontier raids were alwaysp@ssut the raiders were always
possible, but the raiders were always glad to retire when theeygdiaas much as they could
carry, and a horde of Parthian horse men could do nothing against a fortified city.

The organization of the Parthian Empire was of the loosest déseripheir instincts were
those of the nomad, and indeed they had hardly emerged from that stdée vafien they
attained to empire; they were gradually growing out of it and beeakened by the civilization
they strove to adopt, during the period of their rule. In this also tresept a parallel to the
development of their Turkish descendants.

The various provinces of the old Persian and Seleucid Empires Wermdolee, on the
payment of a certain amount of tribute to their overlord; they weverned by their own sub-
kings, of the old royal houses,-a privilege that seems to have besdedteven to the old royal
house of Persia--and these sub-kings or satraps were often a&¢ praratvith one another. The
Parthian army consisted almost entirely of cavalry, the infdmigig a mere rabble, and the
siege train non-existent. Even when that of the whole Roman army Antdey fell into their
hands, they were unable to make any use of it, and could do no more than Gimiritcavalry,
however, was most formidable. It consisted in part of the swarrightthorse-archers which
the Romans were to copy in a later age, and which their own descends@atto use against the
Crusaders at Doryilmum and on many another field; heavy horse, a cdgrgefs, in which
man and mount alike were clad in chain-mail, were also used, anthtist\have been relied on
for the final charge after the ranks of Roman infantry had beenedesnd shaken by the hours.
of archery-fire, to which they could make no reply. The bow, howeverswdisoroughly the
Parthian weapon that even these "cuirassiers" also carriédugh in other matters they must
have looked much like the Norman chivalry as shown to us on the Bayeskyapaving that
the use of horse-armour belongs to a later age, in tile West.

While using the bow thus freely, neither the Parthian nor the Roneam teehave realized
how much more formidable that weapon can be in the hands of an archeand®an his own
feet to use it, and can thus bend a far more effective bow. Emgtikbrs in the long French
wars always fought on foot, but were often mounted for the march. vidreythe most effective
force of their day, but in the Parthian period the bow was veryrdan being as effective as
Richard | was afterwards to make his favourite weapon, the crossebdwdward | the "long"
English variety. Still, it could win the day for its users, andfithest weapon could hardly do
more.
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As it was their policy to leave the subject kingdoms free, Rarshnaturally left the cities,
and other internal communities in their empire, large rightslbfjsgernment. The cities were,
to a very great extent, Greek or Greek-influenced. Very matheaf were "Alexandrias,"” cities
founded by the great Macedonian in his brief career. It is one afidny titles to greatness that
he had obviously the eye to see where a city would prosper, and would foilemiess there.
This is by no means usual. The sites of "Freak-cities," foundedrbg &ing on a site that
caught his fancy, and given his name with the intent that it shoultebebly commemorated to
all time, arc common enough all the East over, but very few of these endured. Most of
those set up by Alexander remain, and are important to this dayon€ha Egypt-his favourite,
and where he intended his body to rest-is of course familiar toanesriput some of the others,
while remaining, have disguised their names. It is not everyone avhcecognize the name of
the founder in "Scanderoon,” "Kandahar" or "Secunderabad.” These cities afecourse,
centres of Hellenic influence in the Empire.

Communities which, like the cities, had a certain distinct lifehefr own, were also left to
enjoy that life by the Parthian rulers, who were content that sabjdw were content to be
subject, should go their own way in all matters which did not affect the government.

Among these communities, the most important was the Jewish, who hadowre
organization in Babylon as they had in Egypt, and were even allowadlet-bashi,” or head of
the nation whom they themselves called the "prince of the captiVing "Babylonian portion of
the nation was less conspicuous than- but as wealthy and as impodagmbbably as learned
as, the portion of the nation in Jerusalem. Of course it was counted as a part of thadiispers

The Assyrian stock, still resident in the provinces about the ruiNsnefveh, where Mosul,
Arbela, and Kirkuk were already great cities, seems to haveléfdn its own customs in the
same way. lIts individual life was far less conspicuous thanothatGreek city or a Jewish
community, for it had neither centre to focus it nor chronicler torced. In due course,
however, Christianity was to provide the one, and historians arose to produce the other.

A curious instance of the pertinacity of their life may be founthendevelopment of the
Syriac language. All the various Semitic languages, spoken ilaride between Babylon and
the Mediterranean, had racial affinities, and it was naturaktltaimmon "lingua franca" should
grow up among them. This "Syriac" seems to have been ath&rstoimmon vernacular of the
kingdom of Aram (hence "Aramaic"), and then the language of diplonaatic commercial
intercourse; it appears as such in the episode Of 2 Kings xviii,R#lashakeh, the Assyrian
official, when asked by the Jews to "speak in Syriac, and not in ébeet¥, that the common
people can understand,"” replies in effect: "Yes, you would like it, wauidhot?" and continues
to use the Hebrew that the garrison can hear.

This Syriac language, which is the direct derivative from HelamegvAssyrian, two tongues
which had very much in common with one another, soon became a vernacular, alpoken
Mesopotamia, "Syria," and Palestine. In the last named, ithveagetrnacular in the time of our
Lord, who spoke it habitually, and the fact has left plain traceseirGospel story, though the
narratives as they now. stand were written for Greek readdreagt one of the Gospels-that of
St. Matthew-is known to have had a Syriac original, though the relatitween that original
and the Greek version that we now have, is a problem into which we need not enter here.

From being a vernacular language, it soon developed a literature, thougthichewas
largely translated from the Greek, and it could even give a naradlistrict. The province of
"Syria" known to the Romans did not refer to any country ever occupiadybiKing of Syria,"
but Simply to the land, under Roman dominion, occupied by Syriac-speakers. n€her was a
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"kingdom of Syria," properly so called. That so described in the &tliment was known to its
own inhabitants as Aram.

Syriac remained a vernacular, spread over a wide district, incltiocengingdom of Edessa
with which we shall have to deal later. In due course, however, amathguering speech took
its place, with the rise of Islam and the rule of the Arabsabi&rdisplaced Syriac, and continues
to be the spoken speech of "Syria" unto this day. Of course the clvasg®ot very great, for
the two languages arc both of the Semitic group, and have a good desldbmon, both in
grammar and vocabulary; still it was the definite acceptanemather tongue, brought in by a
new conqueror.

Syriac underwent the usual development of languages in its positiomecdtme the
vernacular, not of educated people and of the great world, but of countrgtsliahd remote
provinces, as it still is. Up to the days of the Great War, Swréacstill the vernacular of a small
group of villages in the Lebanon, and of a few tiny cantons in the moudistincts of
Kurdistan. It also became, in ceasing to be a spoken tongue, the Rmjuagrature and of
religious services. To this day, the liturgy of large number€hufstians of the Monophysite
confession, whose language for the purposes of dairy life is Arabread in the Syriac that
their fathers spoke once, but which they have themselves ceased to understand.

The king of this varied empire, and the immediate ruler of théhidarstock that was the
ruling caste in it, was the head of the sacred Arsacid Housdhialh was embodied a sanctity
that had come down through the ages, and which the members of it had vitigheém from
their home by the Caspian. just as in the days of their Turkishriksds, there was something
of a mystic halo attaching to the House of Osman, so that any meidlevas not quite as
other men are, and it was impossible for a Turk even to think of aay farl the Ottoman
Empire who was not the head of that House, so it was with theidgsalt was Sacrilege even
to strike a member of the sacred family, and the person of thehamgelf was holy in a more
special sense. The crown was his by right divine, and regicide wasie past the conception
of man.

Officially, the policy of the King and of his house was phil-Helleni This was even
expressed in his title, in which he called himself the Friend aotk®&or of the Greeks. In his
age the Greek had ceased to be a political danger to anyone, or anfdextdr in the political
game at all, while he was still the leader in civilization art, both of them influences which the
royal House of Parthia seems to have wished to bring to bear uporofile. p&his being so, it
was natural that the Greek cities of the Empire, each one ohwhis a focus of Greek
influence, should be protected and fostered by the ruler, and everythingodemstirage them
to live their civilized life undisturbed, and to spread their influence upon all withinatsir

The fact that the Parthian King held it necessary, and part abtbdie had to play, to
patronize Greek art and civilization generally, appears from olékm@vn episode. The drama
of the Bacchae was being performed before the court at the hmhehie news of the great
victory of Carrhae was received, and it was actually announced irtgan the words of the
drama, when the actor who took the part of Agave, mother of King Perdabpsared upon the
stage with the head of Crassus in his hands and so presented ituiertheith the words,- "We
have hunted down a mighty beast to-day."

In like fashion, it was the proper thing to have the palace decorategantings of Greek
myths and Greek triumphs. Europa and Andromeda were constantly pidiered we read
from one who saw them, and even the battle of Thermopylae, despitacththdt, if the
Parthians appeared there at all, it was as a contingent fighting on the side ofgtloé Rersia.
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This suggests a culture that, so far as it existed at afi, b@rrowed and not native. The
Parthian was outwardly civilized, as civilization went then, buirtkéncts of the nomad and the
barbarian were not very far down, and might come up to the surface atezitpe In this again
he has much resemblance to his Turkish kin, whose taste for splendidtemdtasis building
he would seem to have also shared.

Of this we have an instance in the Palace of Hatra, the one suofivoany splendid
palaces of the Arsacid dynasty which arc known to have existed, aold kdwve perished under
the hands of their successors. It stands in an oasis in the desestfifty miles to the south-
west of Mosul, and thirty from the nearest point on the Tigris, tlogeat city of Assur. No
doubt it is owing to this isolation that it has escaped the destraydrremained what it is to-
day, an "habitation for flocks," but an unusually well-preserved ruirs tltis position, far from
any water save what it commands, that has also rendered tlud witych it was the centre so
singularly difficult to besiege, so that it was able to defyRbenans twice, at the very zenith of
their power, and under the leadership of such emperors as Trajan and Severus.

As the one surviving instance of Parthian architecture, it hasmealktance in the history
of that art, though the importance would be greater if it weremptabable that the Parthians,
like the Turks, originated nothing in art, but were content to use therp@ivéheir subjects to
produce the grand' buildings which their sense of majesty demanded.su§pects that the
stately arches of Hatra are no more really Parthian in proverawen though a Parthian King
built them-than the great mosques that the Ottoman Sultans b@tinstantinople are really
Turkish architecture. The fact that the Sassanid House usedntieessde for their palaces,
though they are hardly likely to have copied the work of the unloved Arsagjgests that both
were making use of an older type of architecture that came down from an earlier age

Be that as it may, the plan of the central block of the palacehwsiall that remains, is
simple enough, but very telling. It consists of a series of "tuyiredsh with a "wagon-vault" to
roof it, placed side by side and facing south. The central one ofdbp  higher than the rest,
and probably formed the royal reception-room. If, as is likely, thislingi formed one side of a
great court, into which this "diwan-khana" would open, we can tracaithiwa of the plan, not
only in such Sassanid buildings as the "Takht-i-Khosrau," of the gadate of Seleucia-
Ctesiphon, but also in many houses of the nobility of later date in Mosul.

The religion of the Parthian kingdom was a mixture. The instofctise race seem to have
been for king-worship, the head of the Arsacid House being regardedsasglly semi-divine.
In practice they had to temper this, in order to hold the obedience B&than nation at all, by
a certain respect for Zoroastrianism. The Magi, the priestisabfcult, were too strong a clan
and corporation for even the sovereign to despise their discontent, arg Were conciliated,
the worship paid to the office of the King was not at all contrary to their own teaching.

Thus, a working agreement was possible between the two powers, aeduheof it was
interesting. It was under the heretic Arsacids, and at the bidflimge of their kings, Valageses,
that the holy books of Zoroastrianism, the Avesta, were collectedaaliited, and in fact put
into the form in which they exist to-day., It is quite possible that Magians felt that their
religion was more or less on its defence, and must be ready targaeswer as to what was or
was not according to its teaching, and so proceeded to define what, uhddormprinces of the
Achaemenid House, they had been content to leave nebulous. Still, thes pvoats have been
impossible under a king who was not at least conciliatory.

Underneath both cults, and side by side with them, there existed eaguhstf the popular
faith of the people, the old nature-worship that is by no means etdidety. Holy groves, trees
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and springs, were revered, and there was no doubt a recollection of thedslof Babylonia as
well. As magical arts going back to the very origin of thailization are still practised,
centuries of Christian and Moslem influence notwithstanding, it woch setural to infer that
these primitive forms of worship were then even more conspicuous and habitual.

It was in this period of Parthian rule, and in this religious mjlibat Christianity was first
preached in Assyria. The faith was brought by teachers who amitkd country from Edessa,
though they may or may not have been actually of that State.mdtbr traffic altered the
conditions of travel, it was practically impossible to get frogniéSto Adiabene (the ancient
name for the province of Mosul) without passing through the city in question.

Edessa was then the capital of Osrhoene, a little buffer @tatee Euphrates, lying between
the empires of Parthia and Rome. Its life was brief, hardlyelotign that of another such, viz.,
Palmyra; but, like that State, it bad the importance which a baftee always may have for the
period of its existence. Though part of the Syriac speaking workstruled by a dynasty. of
Armenian stock, the House of Abgar, and is counted by the historianst sateaas a part of
their "empire." Actually, its independence lasted about two hundred;yieavas in existence
before the beginning of the Christian era, but was overrun and annexemm® & a mere
preliminary to the big campaign against Parthia in the daysapa, and was thereafter part of
the Roman Empire.

In that brief period, however, some years before the end of thecdinstiry, Christianity
reached the little State, and received a welcome there.' rit ®@ms that one of its princes
became a Christian, though we need not feel bound to accept as Hist@iteadition that
Abgar of Edessa corresponded with Christ, offering to him an asylum the hatred of the
Jews, and receiving in reply a letter with a portrait of thedlL.and a promise that the city that
had declared its willingness to receive him should be ever protageedst the attacks of its
enemies. The tradition, however, must be of very early date, Yovuld appear that it must
have sprung up previous to the capture of the city by the Emperor Tmdjlae year 115, and
purely pagan legends of a miraculous immunity promised by some powstillacurrent in the
town.

Growing up thus in what was then an independent country, the Church of Hulegsa
retained a character of its own, and it was from that centtéhi@anissionaries went on to the
empire of Parthia and the land of Adiabene. Tradition kept the nantlee bfst two teachers,
viz., Adai (which is Thaddaeus) and Mari, and it appears that theyiwéne country before the
end of the first century, and had consecrated the first bishop of ntide-daconvert from
Magianism named Pgida--as early as A.D. 104.

Later belief held that Adai was either one of the twelve amstle at least one of the
"seventy,"” and it is not impossible that such was the fact, thougkmanalso claims Thaddaeus
(perhaps because of the connection of Edessa with that land) aaltfeuneler of her national
Church. This teacher seems to have lived out his life in Adiabene \Wwkes said to have died
in peace at an age of over a century. The story goes thatvtariurther, evangelizing the land
of Babylonia, though the capital Seleucia would have none of him,- and evendmvn the
Persian Gulf "till he smelt the smell of the apostle Thomdgsdia," but the accounts that remain
of him are far less reliable. It is undoubtedly the fact, howetleat Christianity, spreading
rapidly elsewhere in the land, struck no root in the capital gth@d deal later, and the tradition
that the evangelist was so discouraged by a failure there reguest leave to return to Edessa,
has the ring of truth rather than of legend.
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Whatever success or failure attended the efforts of Mari isdhb#h, there is no doubt that
Christianity spread very rapidly in Adiabene in the north of the |arre, the peasants were of
the old Assyrian stock, and their folk-memory may have preserved muttte dabylonian
religion which the Assyrians held in common with their kinsfolk thebme of their myths told
of :a creation of man from the dust of the earth, a being who wa® yeeble that he could not
stand erect under the sun before the gods, but grovelled on the ground. sFeasbin Bel-
Merodach, first-born of the great father, Ea, offered to give teisdnd was beheaded, in order
that his blood, being mixed with the clay, might produce a newer and mobéion, that should
partake in measure of the nature of the divine. Those who had such nabiers mwto their
minds, might readily accept the teaching of a God who died to saveyrenby the gift of his
body and his blood could infuse Ws own life into man.

The Parthian government raised no objection to the propagation of theliganr It was
not officially and theoretically tolerant, for it was not orgadiemough to enforce such a notion,
but it simply did not care and did not interfere. There was even hape dime of procuring a
formal edict of toleration from the King Valageses, about A.D. 160 tleagbroject only failed
because tile outbreak of a war with Rome put so unimportant a matter out of the King's mind.

If there was no State persecution, there was one very powerful @bopothat was hostile
to the spread of Christianity, and that was the Magian clan. Wialéaith spread only among
slaves, peasants and artisans (and it is probable that the geleitaéld good here, and that
extension was speediest among those classes), nothing was saiy;hehever, the "squire”
class of Persian blood began to be infected, it was time to dotsogeiThus we do find cases
of persecution, either by the Magian authorities or by familyoactof converts from among
their own number and entourage. It was not, probably, State action, butftlaaigreat
corporation which a government that was not very strong did not cdreaott When a man of
local distinction like the Agha Ragbokt in the year i60, declaresdtirasChristian, it is the
Magians who demand that the local governor shall act, with law or without it.

As a general rule, however) Christianity had a fair field intt?a where toleration was
almost as complete as was possible at that time. Henceredadsrapidly, and after only a
century and a quarter (in A.D. 225) the chronicler could already eneme@e than twenty
bishoprics. Naturally there were times when Christians had fier suf common with all others,
from the incidents natural to a disturbed kingdom.

Roman invasions and raids made little mark, being regarded by tbadmsas part of the
course of nature, like an occasional flood. They are signposts by twehidéite a chronicle,
rather than causes for astonishment or complaint. Notices of tbentle$ hordes of robbers
from the mountains of Kardu are at least evidence that the Kulsbeé days was what be had
been since the days of Xenophon, and is still. It was one of theseoimsvdbat made it
impossible for the Magians to take effective action againstrdregade” the Christian Agha
Raqgbokt. The King found his local knowledge and local levies to be abgaletssary in the
emergency, and there could be no further talk of proceeding again$trhapostasy, even to
oblige the Magians.

There was, however, one specially dastardly form of persecutionwirooh Christians had
to suffer then, and suffer still in those lands, or did until veryntedays. This was the
kidnapping or "capture" of their daughters as either slaves or concublm@tsa girl be thus
carried off into the household of some powerful family, and some sodowfession of
Zoroastrianism or of Islam-be extorted from her, and then, even iota¢ authority can be
bribed into action by her relatives, how can the "convert" be abandonedfatséi faith"? In
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days shortly before the- Great War, the Christians of Mesopotsrito lose as many as 1,000
girls per annum in this way, in spite of the cross, tattooed onftrelieads, to mark them, in d
the earliest of their chroniclers complains of the custom asimgxiin the second century. Little
changes in the East. Once let a girl be thus captured, andriimatahe strength for a life-long
confession of their Lord, a confession none the less meritorious for &esadutely unknown.
Still, in these days as in the second century, such hidden saints have existed, and do exist.

Still, while Parthian rule endured, if the Christians had somethinbeofame troubles to
endure as was the case with them when the Turkish descendant®aftthiens began to rule in
the land, yet on the whole their position was tolerable. The comi@hyrdtianity had given to
the old Assyrian stock a focus, on which they could unite their old nafieelahg, and which
could arouse in their people a sense of union.

Meantime, the Church was organized and self-governing. It had rédeive its Western
brethren the system of government that was universal throughout theé ([Bahops, Priests,
and Deacons), and before the rule of the Parthians had ended, the Schptuteeen made as
accessible to them in their own vernacular as the circumstahtes day would allow. That is,
the Syriac version of the Old and New Testaments on which thetdshersion of a later day
was based had already been made, though one can hardly say that it was widelydcirculate

The Assyrian Church, too, had produced at least one scholar of distinstiaghtit would
seem that his work was not done within the borders of his own land.w&ki3atian, compiler
of the first harmony of the four gospels--the Diatessaron--who sdeninave been born in
Assyria, and to have produced his work as early as the year A.D. 170.

The land had also produced a great, if not very regular theologian, rirb&@aan or
Bardesanes, "the Son of the Star." If in his theorizing he minglaust@nity and other
philosophies, till authority would not admit the product of his dreamir@haistianity at all, he
at least gave to the world the first version of "The Pilgrifregress” in his wonderful allegory
of "The Search for the Lost Robe."
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CHAPTER Il

THE ASSYRIANS UNDER THE SASSANID KINGS

IN the year A.D. 225 there was a rebellion of the Persian provofdée Parthian Empire,
under the sub-king of the district, Ardashir. The Arsacid King, \édag IV, took the field
against him, but was defeated and killed in single combat by thle aeblewith him the Parthian
Empire ended. What had happened was not just the substitution of one kangtfeer, or even
of one dynasty for another. It was a rising of the old Persiak sthich had been in eclipse
since the days of Alexander, and the beginning of the second Pergue Bt of the House
of Sassan, which was to last for four centuries, till the oldolifthe East passed away for ever
with the rise of Islam. It was the period of the last of the old empires, A.D. 225-640.

In the minds of men of the age, this was a revival, not a newiareatOf old, the
Achaemenid House had been the anointed of the Lord Ahura Mazda, possedbed- of
"Hvareno" which was the mystic halo of kingship. Though it was overdenturies since the
House had fallen, the notion that the right was theirs had not died out. The Parflaieid®\had
felt obliged to put in a claim to be of the blood and though the assardisnmpossible to the
point of being ridiculous, the fact that it was made shows how impdhemight divine was felt
to be. Now, the new royal family, being of Persian stock, had to mmekeame claim, and
though it was absolutely unhistorical, it served its purpose. Theylssi Artaxerxes Il, King of
Persia, had no son living at the time of his death. Before his br@&hsesan, had actually
assumed royalty, a posthumous heir, that Darius who fell before mdlexawas born to the
King's widow, and Sa-;san loyally recognized his prior claim.t besshould be made into a
cause of strife to the realm, he abandoned the world, becoming egheplaerd or a Smith and
so living out his life in obscurity. One sees the Zoroastrian ritgritathe choice of the walk of
life made by the hero; another civilization would have made him aithdrat to a follower of
Zoroaster, that was impossible.

Now the Persians rose to empire again, and the leathern apron afy#heblacksmith
became the royal standard of the House.

A claim thus made has, to be emphasized in all possible ways, aredfsa the kings of -
the second royal House of Persia copying and reviving the institutidghe 6fst. Their imperial
bodyguard is a corps of "Immortals.” The kings keep the old namesrof @nd Artaxerxes
(Khosrau and Ardashir), and have a fair cause of complaint again&réleé& historians who
disguised the fact which they were at such pains to proclaimek@®@meters seem to think that it
proves their civilization never to take the pains to get a "bartyaname right,-and indeed are
not alone in the notion. Thus, they are not even consistent in their blungergigns, and
without special training, it is not easy for the Western to meieegthat Chosroes and Cyrus are
versions of the same Persian name.

The claim to continuity with the old House was put forward, not mexglgt means to win
prestige, but as a part of a deliberate policy. Sons of the oldeAsrad House, they claimed
the whole Achaemenid heritage. All Anatolia, or Asia Minor, waairs of right, to their
thinking, and they are constantly calling upon the Emperor of Rome tcneaminself to that
which they admitted to be his--to the countries north of the Bosphorus.

Is it possible that we have here an early version of the cng fAsthe Asiatics" that we arc
beginning to hear once more to-day?
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Naturally, the mere making of such a claim as this implieeri@s of wars with Rome, and
lest this should be insufficient of itself to provide excuse ‘fotidhdortune had seen to it that
there should be two other and additional always to hand. These were (A) the question
of the control of the provinces about the city of Nisibis, where WvasAtsace-Lorraine of that
day, a district which both could claim, providing a passage into thtgrof the enemy, and a
gate that could be shut in the face of an invader; (B) the problé¢ne abntrol of Armenia, that
restless land which was almost sure to be inviting the power that did not ¢oatritle moment,
to protect. it against the "tyranny” of its then suzerain. Qut @ miracle as the simultaneous
accession of two peace4oving rulers was likely to keep the peadocadotogether between such
neighbours as these.

In the series of wars that form a natural feature of the fentudes of Romo-Persian
rivalry, the honours on the whole seem to be with the Persians. iSh&reolossal system of
"cross-raiding," in which the one often gets as far as Antioch, arathikeas far as Seleucia, but
it is the Persians who carry off gigantic "captivities" frtime Roman provinces, not the other
way about, and one Roman emperor died as a captive in their hands, and \aastkidied in
battle against them. . Rome could claim no such trophies as those.

The struggle ends in a veritable combat of giants, the war bet@hesroes Parviz and
Heraclius, during which, for several years together, the watdmetise walls of Constantinople
could see the camp-fires of the Persian no farther off than @oalam the other shore of the
Bosphorus. The Persian was never a sailor, and never did the maigaf apeitch stop more
abruptly at running water than did the armies of Chosroes on the Shbi eélt river. So the
war ended with the acceptance by both of the , and with both empires so
exhausted that they fell within a decade to the power of the Arab.

As the Sassanid accession to power was a revival of the olarPeegionality, it was also a
revival of the national religion. We do not know whether the faith ob&ster had been the
means whereby the life of the nation had been preserved during itefingies of subjection.
We can only say that it would be quite in keeping with the waykeoOrient if it were so, and
that it is certain that$ when the nation rose, the faith roseitwitfhe religion of Ahura Mazda,
as reformed by Zoroaster about 600 B.C., becomes the Faith, and itzatigarthe established
Church of the Persian nation.

With the faith came its hierarchy. In primitive days the Magiwere the Levitical tribe of
the Persian race, one of the seven clans into which the nation waeddiand the one charged
with religious duties. Now they appear as an organized and wiidddrlergy. Magians as such
are priests of the fire-temples, Mobeds are the Bishops, eacleaipavith a diocese of his
own; at the head of the whole is the Mobed-Mobedan, who is one of thereatgsy of the
dignitaries of the State. He can rebuke even the Shah-in-shahfhimeedo far forgets himself
as to act tyrannically. Mend your ways, son of Sassan, or-" Heabdis command the Magian
at the fire-temple in every village, and where altar and throeec@unted as inseparable, the
Mobed-Mobedan is very nearly as powerful as the King. It seerhf tih@ King shall depart
from the faith which it is his duty to guard, the prelate may esare a "Fetva’proclaiming him
deposed, like the Sheikh-ul-Islam in latter-day Turkey.

What is taught by this formidable hierarchy is the old -faith bfira Mazda or Ormuzd, as
reformed by Zoroaster and now reissued by the Mobeds. As we haveoseewnf the
precautions taken by that body during the long subjection had been to codifgligen and to
stereotype its ancient scripture. The Avesta has now takenratendanonical books. Perhaps
this accounts for one curious fact. We have noted that Mithraisroffipeing of the religion of
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Ormuzd (for Mithras was originally only a subordinate god in thesi®erPantheon), had
extended itself in the West after the fall of Mithridates #edfoundation of colonies out of the
remnant of his army. This cult was now flourishing all over the &omEmpire. There was
hardly a camp along the frontiers where men did not gather to wadvstiigas, the first-born of
Ahura Mazda, the effulgence of his glory. Yet, in his own country, wieraith of which his
teaching was a branch had risen to supremacy, we hear nothing oft huould seem that his
cult had extended in a way comparable-- --to the cult of Our Lady in
Christendom. Then there came a reaction, and in Sassanid daythttieafathe Mobeds taught
was the ancient belief, as reformed by Zoroaster. That graatwas of the nature of a
Protestant reformer, and removed the "secondary god” from his systéere is nothing of
Mithras, the Mediator and Comrade, in his teaching, and it wasitheafahe had stereotyped it
that the Mobeds taught now. Whether popular religion consented to give up the comes
is another question.

Still, it was the faith at its best that was taught in i@ersthe days before its fall, and its
influence on the character of the nation produced a type of man that wesy respects very
fine. The Persian in Sassanid days still kept much of the tnaditiCyrus, being taught "to ride,
to speak the truth, to draw the bow." He was by nature, as his descstiltlast a lover of
hunting and of horsemanship, and there must have been much that was Faeages$ that
produced two such games as polo and chess! As soldiers, Persianshandeuse of Sassan
became even more formidable than the Parthian had been, keeping hiadlaslliag science
to it. Their social and government system was practically fetlta landowner paying, as of
course, military service to the King; and thus, as in Europe indates, the strength of the army
lay in its "chivalry," the armoured knights. These were drawn fthen"Azatan," the free
tenants-in-chief of the King, and they came to war under his leadlad),in chain mail, and
mounted on big heavy horses, specially bred for the work, and also athil-dlaturally, the
swarm of light horse--the horse-archer that Rome now copied--wasuke and the infantry
were better than in Parthian days, thanks to the example of theatditpsmortals.” Elephants
were used in war, and the Shah-in-shah had what the Parthian neveismstdearregular siege
train.

This force was well disciplined and drew its regular pay, asaapgeom the story that the
King of Kings, Chosroes Anushirwan himself, was called to come omi@aaa part of his duty
for certain fiefs that he held. There he was duly inspected amdbsek to barracks as
"improperly equipped!" He had neglected to supply himself with thespvawe bow-strings that
every cavalryman had to take into the field.

The very fine doctrine of Zoroaster, that he who did aught to incteasdgominion of Life-
human, animal or vegetable-was increasing the realm of Ormuzebyheand fulfilling a
religious duty in the act, was sure to make the land prosperous. r8dteirggation system of
Mesopotamia was at its best in Sassanid days, and we aredatbeuréhe whole of the great
delta was one garden; a squirrel might travel from -Seleocthe Persian Gulf without ever
having to come to ground. Under that hot sun, it is the land under the shidetiafes that
produces the best crops, so that the significance and value of the ifosggparent. The
traditional engineering knowledge needed for the upkeep of the greatwlskestill available,
and the Shah-in-shah felt that he had inherited the duty of caringefor from his Babylonian.
predecessors. Sometimes his measures were grim. We e cdise when carelessness had
allowed a formidable breach to appear. Chosroes crucified fortyesverat the breach itself,
and filled it up by marching the cultivators into the water, to farlwing wall with their backs.
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Earth was then heaped around them, and they were buried there alvas the King's order
that the wall should be re-made, and on its repair depended thethie whole p Vince whence
those cultivators came; so the men died,-as Arab sheikhs in Iaterhdse called on their
followers to die also.

In early Sassanid days, the Christian Church in the country wasldele. It had its old
status, but was in more danger than before, for the reason that thenMalways its most
dangerous opponents-had now more power than in the time of Arsacid rule.

The reasons why a faith so high and noble as that of Zoroaster shoullhavkatred so
special for one even higher, are worth a moment's study. Theyated B a royal firman of
rather later date, obviously dictated by the Magians, and revealing the popular. feeling

"These Christians destroy our holy teaching, and teach men to honour onen@Gauht to
Honour the sun, or fire. They defile water by their ablutions; tefgin from marriage and the
procreation of children, and refuse to go out to war with the Shah-in-sfady have no rules
about the slaughter and eating of animals; they bury the corpsesnoinnthe earth. They.
attribute the origin of snakes and creeping things to a good God. Téeigaléhe servants of
the King, and teach witchcraft."

In other words, the Christians were men of different habit to thgidviaand therefore
abominable, like the foreigner in China today. Some of the habits doegblaf might have
been amended by Pauline teaching about respecting the prejudices sf atitesome of the
charges were at most only half true, like the one about servibe srmy; but there was ground
enough for such a race-hatred between Zoroastrian and Christian, sseweday in India
between Moslem and Hindu.

Active persecution, however, did not break out until the conversion of Constantine had made
the Roman Empire officially Christian. After that, every Cimis was politically suspect. It
was not 4 possible for the Persian official to believe that #ngah" or subject who followed the
religion of the Roman enemy was not a sympathizer with that enanady Roman authority
provided any excuse that was needed. Constantine, most ostentatiousistiasdly, claimed a
protectorate over all the Christian subjects of the Shah-in-Shahhamdvent to war with him.
Christian powers have repeated the blunder in later days with the Turk.

The first of these persecutions lasted forty years, and wasffallery kind of horror. One
must not, however, think of these movements as proceeding, in the Edst, onderly and
relentless style of the Roman Empire. An imperial firmartHerdestruction of churches and the
killing of such Christians as would not adore the sun was issued, the East a firman is not
so much an order as permission,-the standing order being, "thou shalt do abthiliglt was
the release of a race hatred, normally held in check, to do It®wits objects, if men liked;
there were many ways of escape besides the ordinary slackribestriental official. Still, for
about a century and a half, whenever there was war between tien Rexd the Roman-and we
have seen how frequent that was sure to be-there was persecutioa fmsyrian. Of course
there were intervals of peace, and in one of these we find a sGhanfer, or Edict of Milan,
issued by the Shah-in-shah for the benefit and government of the whole body.

By this act the King of Kings (Yezdegerd "the Wicked," who veadkéd on by the Magians
as almost an apostate for his pains), recognized the whole As§hiach as what a later age
was to call a "millet," a nationality organized in a Church urigereligious authorities. The
authority in this case being the Catholicos or Patriarch, with'fetropolitans” and about forty
bishops under him. The "millet" had the right to exist, and to worshifs iown way, being
controlled in internal matters by its own Patriarch. It had not, hexvehe right to make
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converts, or at least not from the "established religion" 6f thee Sthen Magianism. All this,
too, was only . If the Shah-in-shah found any cause to suspect the
subject "millet" of disloyalty, h . ¢ was still entitled tdkéathe only precaution that an Oriental
potentate understands, and order persecution or massacre. The précedi#rst iset has often
been repeated by Mahommedan rulers over Christian nationalities.

This qualified toleration was secured to the body by an episcopal sewloa®f the Roman
Empire, one Marutha, who was also. a physician, and had won the gratittieedeigerd in that
capacity. He was able to announce what he had won to the ChurcHiedt ttoemal council of
its members of which we have knowledge, held in A.D. 410. At that coureibody also
accepted a document of which it had previously had no official knowledge -the Creed of Nicaea

Hitherto the Assyrian Church had been absolutely isolated from trst, \Wed as lasting
schisms' bad not then come into being, there was no other local &htstdy in question.
Armenia had not then a Church of its own. To its great benefitditkhawn nothing of the
weary Arian controversy, for its bishops, being outside the Empires wetr present at the
Council of - Nic2ea. Fifteen years after the assembly theirlg theologian of the Assyrian
Church--Afraat, known as "the sage of PersiaZ-uses languagehwatiows plainly that he had
simply no knowledge of the question discussed there, no matter on whichisisignpathies
would have been.

Of course, the existence of the Assyrian Church was known in therREmpire, though
not by that name; there it was known simply as "the Church of tterBa," a term which meant
to them, speaking in Constantinople, "the lands to the East of the Ram@reE' In exactly
similar wise, "Easterns" to us means, Christian Churches tdEdsé of us in Europe, in
Constantinople and Asia Minor. When Assyrian bishops refer to "theéevdes in. their turn,
they do not mean even Antioch, far less Rome-a’ city that wasawé @heir horizon at all-but
the bishops . of Nisibis and Edessa.

Now this Eastern or Assyrian body accepted the Nicene Credae iiorim in which it was
put forward by the Council Of 325, as fully accordant with what theyahadys taught. It is
their heritage to this day, though usage has with them, as witekterns, altered its wording
without affecting its theology.

Though recognized now as a "millet,” with a right to exist whenSih@h-in-shah did
not liappen to be at war with Rome, the Church was still as mable lto persecution as
ever on the frequent occasions when Rome and Persia were at war a@®stillhas much as
ever "suspect" by the Persian government. For about seventy yeses periodical
massacres were endured, but one cannot wonder at the growth ohg Velelch may be
thus expressed: "We'are Christians, and cannot ever give up our Baithcan we not do
something to show the Shah-in-shah that we are not precisely teebsama of Christian as
those in the Roman Empire, and therefore need not be massacredmegdmg happens to
have a quarrel with the Emperor?"

Another feeling was also present in their minds, and those of othesti@is within the
Roman Empire, at the same time. We have seen that the natistiatti was strong in the
people, and this naturally tends to express itself in what the nation cares mostsatsdigion.

Greeks, however, were then the ruling power in the Roman Empire, anavéheymuch
inclined to regard the Christian. Church as their natural heritagiich they had the obvious
right of the fittest to rule. Where there was a nationalriostas in Egypt or Syria, this tendency
was resented, and in a day when theology was the only form of pé&hitwen, the natural and
easy way to show that resentment was to take up any theoldggah ©of the moment which
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happened not to be in favour with the Greek, and to make the maintenanca pbint of
national honour.

In the fifth century, the theological question of the hour Was that knosvrthe
"Christological.” We do not propose to enter into that tangled disputdethi#s of which can be
found in any standard theological work, while the problem as it afteetsAssyrians more
particularly is discussed in the writer's own book upon the nfatter.

Briefly, the question was this. It is admitted that Christ @agne -- a question settled in
the Arian controversy. That being so, how is this Divine Being alanM Various answers
were given, for theology of the most abstract has, an intereash fGriental that is unintelligible
to any Western, with the possible exception of a Scot. Broadly, tbek& were the better
theologians. That is to say, their efforts at expressing in waosggdritual truth that is beyond all
human language were less unsatisfactory than those of their opponkeatSrientals, however,
both in Egypt, Syria, and Persia, bad, as we see, a natural prehatiogade them disinclined to
accept any Greek explanation, whatever its merits, and an inafirtatisupport any man whom
Greek authority had condemned!

Here, when the matter did come before them, they had what was undoabtgxtig case,
in the question of the condemnation of Nestorius. Whatever the merdenoerits of the
doctrine of that unlucky Patriarch of Constantinople, there was no doulftishewndemnation
was unjust. In the tribunal that condemned him, the Council of EphesuspiGyMexandria, his
personal enemy, united the posts of accuser and presiding judge, and tleedguido pack the
jury by refusing to admit any who might be possibly friendly to the. defendant.

About A.D. 480 then, all these questions came up together: the desirefiteebeom
persecution; the resentment at Greek dictation; and the institted ekpression of national life
in the religious sphere. It so happened that, at the-moment, thecagrdetidership of the
"millet" was in strong and not very scrupulous hands, namely thoseasdBa of Nisibis, a man
who appears to have united the posts of Metropolitan Archbishop and WardenMéartches.
With the influence derived from both of his ranks to back him, he orgattise@hurch on a
footing of distinct separation from the "Westerns" in the Roman Emnand introduced other
reforms, calculated to reconcile a Persian government to itst@hrsubjects. He passed a law,
in a council held for the purpose, laying it down expressly that sifiopis and clergy might
marry, thus offending the growing instinct for celibacy in the &@kurch, and conciliating the
sentiment of the anti-ascetical Zoroastrians. He also took adeaotdahe break-up of the great
college at Edessa-to which Assyrian youth had hitherto gone to deeitien-and established a
great school within Persian borders at Nisibis. It was at tmeeavorthiest and most lasting
piece of work that Barsoma accomplished in -a chequered and pictuczsgee. The great
university into which his school developed was the means by which hanati after days,
were to instruct their Arab masters, and a later chaptersivliv how important that work of
theirs was for the world. All this was done by this vigorous pratathe intervals of political
intrigues and his- work of suppressing border raids!

The separation of the Assyrians from the Church of the Empirebwa® means settled
finally by the work of Barsoma. The Easterns gradually canrediize that there had been a
reaction in the West against the Council of Ephesus to which thegtedhjend that its work had
been revised at Chalcedon. Then there was also a reaction insthagBast some of what
Barsoma had done, and the Assyrian Church found herself under her guadtesost saintly
Patriarch, Mar Aba, who attempted reconciliation.
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The Council of Chalcedon was definitely accepted as a mattaitbfand-though modern
Assyrians have rather forgotten the fact-it is still formadicognized by them to this day! Then,
just when formal adjustment of the difficulty seemed to be ehsygys went wrong. Certain
men dead in the peace of the Church--Theodore of Mopsuestia and Diod@aesa$-fwhom
Assyrians counted as saints, were condemned improperly in Constantimoghe, hope of
appeasing a faction there, and the drift into separation continued. Sconpady was
employing technical terms of its own in the controversy, termsranslatable by either into the
language of the other, or into English; and each was too sure tr@hérevas wrong, to listen
to any explanation.

Actually, estrangement had not crystallized into formal separdtefore the year 620, or
only just before the Mahommedan conquest made reconciliation far rffozeltdi It was at just
the same date that the national Churches of Egypt and SyriaMbaophysites:-also
consummated their separation from the Greek, and thus presentedvltitathat permanently
divided Christianity which was to serve as so firm a foundation Herrtule of Turks over
Christians for so many centuries.

To add irony to the position, any one of the separated Churches, either'thew, would
have accepted any orthodox confession that did not use the technicaltiiatnhed become
matters of dispute. To this day all could agree to use the "Adlzan@reed" loyally, so far as its
doctrinal portions go, while the "Damnatory clauses" that fornumlging-block to the modern
Western are no obstacle whatever to the Oriental.

When once the Church was thus put in a position of comparative secuditgrganized on
a self-governing basis, its extension was marvellously rapid. st@mity is essentially an
Oriental religion, and when presented by Orientals to Orientadppeals to them as it was
intended to do. So the Assyrian Church; without any of the paraphernaliasibnary societies
and elaborate subscription lists, was able to extend itself loyitsnatural growth in the very
districts that are the despair of all Christian Missions to-dagrly in the sixth century we find
bishops and archbishops in such centres as Merv, Herat, Samarkand. dMdatver give for a
native Christianity in those centres to-day? Yet so nationad wery that the churches in
Samarkand were known as "the Persian temples." Wanderers oftittrefoathe Assyrian of
the sixth century was like his descendant of the nineteenth, and tinetin$ the wander-lust
was strongly developed in him took their faith with them when they wetite nomad Turks of
Tartary, to India, and to Central China. Bishoprics seemed to graheup naturally, without
hesitation or delay. One wanderer "from Persia" is even sdidvi® got to the extremity of the
West, and to have penetrated the Island which the Byzantine Procopiusy at the period,
thinks of as the abode of departed spirits, so thoroughly had the Romauntseforthe Britain
they occupied not long before. The Persian left a reminiscence of his name, Ivon, ats'St. Ive

In their own country, Christians often occupied high positions. They gves¢ merchants,
and the medical profession was almost their monopoly. Under Chosydbe [Brand Vizir
Burgmihr and the chief of the tax-farmers, Shamta, were bothridAssy One thousand pieces of
gold per day was the sum that the latter contracted to pay theirsbhah, for the taxes of the
provinces that he farmed.

The Church had, in a word, accepted its position as in the PersianefErapd in
consequence the Assyrian stock, with its Syriac language angligs #turgy, had become part
of the general machinery of state. In many ways their posiéisentbled that of the Greeks in
the later days of the Ottoman Empire. They did not provide the &omthe good reason that
the army was closed to them; but in all the machinery of governameinof daily life they were
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the source of the indispensable machinery, which the Persian-landowingpating squire-was
no more capable of supplying than was the like-nurtured Ottoman ofVAsta in a rather later
age.

While the Assyrian stock had thus been making its own. way, the tbedirmenian, that
rather unstable buffer, had been developing on different lines. For soenafter the revolution
that replaced the Sassanid House on the throne, the Armenians had beahtoobé in the
Persian sphere, in spite of the fact that their ruler, the subkitigedfind, was an Arsacid by
descent. Then Zoroastrian zeal offended their prejudices. Some asisadfl that religion-the
Magian had an almost Mahommedan dislike for "graven images" -bnekantcient and sacred
statues of the Sun and Moon that adorned a temple in the Armenian. caits. produced a
revolt about the year 297, and the Armenians, true to their old habégl aalthe rival empire of
Rome.

Diocletian, then Augustus, was glad to take them as allies imeakeact of the endless
Romo-Persian war, in which he was very successful. Galeriusplesague and general, was
sure that he could subdue Persia once and for all if he were altowgon; but Diocletian,
more cautious, held him back, and was content to make peace on theftémmsession of the
"Debatable land" of the Nisibene provinces to Rome, and the acknowledgfméet fact that
Armenia was henceforth "in the Roman sphere.”

The fortresses that Diocletian built, to cover the approach to Blighd to guard the pass
between that plain and the Armenian tableland, arc still in existeArmenia was given a sub-
king, one Tiridates, a man of the old Arsacid stock, but a trusty ally of Rome.

Only four years later, there was a development that Diocletian-was just then
commencing the persecution that we associate with his name couly have expected.
Tiridates ' turned Christian and proceeded rather forcibly to makaith the faith of his people.
Still, the Armenians were soon to give an instance of the factimkatown elsewhere-that a
religion that is dictated by force at first, may come to lmepied by a nation as the very core of
its life. Diocletian was surprised, but seems to have concludeché¢hated not sacrifice a
political ally on such grounds, and very soon the fact that Constantioeesiecl him gave the
Armenian sound reason for seeking the Roman alliance.

The conversion of the Armenian King is a romantic story. Tiridatek been as sound a
persecutor as Diocletian could desire, and when a cadet of his HoreggonG went to
Cappadocia for education and came back a Christian, he promptly droppeddandungeon.
Soon after, the King was afflicted with a "Nebuchadnezzar-likéness," the result, men said,
of his having offered violence to a Christian virgin, S. Rhipsima.g@ye having been taken
from his prison, cured and converted the King, who then made him thartitgtishop of what
was the first national Church of history. This was in the year 310. SoorthehCleveloped its
own Liturgy, under the influence of the Church of Cappadocia (and in theoti®gsBasil and
St. Gregory there were no better teachers to be had); a sacoé<aregory, Isaac the 'Great,
gave the Armenian nation its own alphabet to take the place of tiae,Skie Semitic symbols in
which the Aryan stock bad till then tried to express its language.

Isaac's alphabet, if awkward to English eyes, is so weldl fitiehe Armenian language, that
every sound has its letter, and no letter more than one sound whilevtnm$®ve acquired the
language say that it is easy to transliterate into thosbagmand to express in them the sounds
of any tongue.

As usual, the Armenian proved but a wavering ally politically, pdréigause in the next
Persian war the Roman emperor was Julian, who went out of hisovilagult a useful ally for
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being a Christian. On his defeat and death, the country passed tagtaa Bphere again, and
then was divided, Persia obtaining the "lion's share.” A native subalkasdeft at first, but the
quarrels of his subjects soon reached such a point that they --ano§pite protests of their
Archbishop at this act of national suicide-asked to have a Persiamul,” or Marzban, in his
room. This was soon followed by persecution, the Persian trying to enforoafession of
Zoroastrianism on the subject people, and it is admitted by the Aamaérstorian that many of
the nobles gave up their faith in order to save their lordships. Imthéhewever, the Shah-in-
shah- came to the conclusion that Christianity was so thoroughly tibeaidaith that the effort
to convert the people was more dangerous than profitable, and theyeftete their own
religion.

Very shortly, however--and the development must have been very welortie
Persian statesmen--the process that bad brought about a separatemnlibe Assyrian Church
and that of the Empire began to tell in Armenia also. The Greekdfabeating Christianity as a
piece of Greek property, and as a means of "Graecizing" the wdtienalities, caused the
Armenians to declare themselves separate from the Church of @orgtée. It so happened.
that the theological slogan which the Armenians took up in opposition tGrbek was a
different one from that which had appealed to the Assyrian, in thanfyexial council that they
objected to was Chalcedon and not Ephesus, and their peculiar here$ylomaphysite" and
not "Nestorian." All non-Greek nations in the Eastern Empire of Reoeh as the Egyptian and
the Syrian) took up the catchword that was condemned by the Greek bikkopsand the
Armenians followed their example. Thus, by a development that tseRefficials must have
found as convenient as the Ottoman did in later days, the two sulgestafaChristians in their
borders were separated, not only from "the enemy" in the Roman Eimyirgom each other as
well.

Again, we consider it to be more than doubtful whether the Armeniansthubaefused to
express their Christian religion in Greek technical termdlyreaeant to teach the heresy of
which the Greeks held them guilty. The "Nestorian,"” as mendctike Assyrian, did not mean.
to teach two personalities in Christ, and the. "Monophysite," as oal@l the Armenian and
Syrian, did not mean that the humanity was annihilated. In both dasemadtter was a
confusion of technical terms, which could have been explained had edkemsihe quarrel
really desired a reconciliation.

Hitherto we have only spoken of Christianity as in contact with Ztiaagsm. Actually,
however, there were other religious movements afoot in Persidhatiadan importance outside
the borders of that realm. One of these was the "Manichaean" reotjesh which the prophet
was Manes, born in the third century A.D. His doctrine assumes tHesndwd Zoroaster, the
two kingdoms of Light and Darkness, which the Persian personifies ifigimes of Ahura
Mazda and Ahriman. On this, however, Manes grafts a strict andngggsform of asceticism.
To the Zoroastrian, life was admittedly a battle between good\ahdet in the long run the
good must overcome. Meantime, it was the duty of a good servant of Maada to fight evil
and to increase good in all ways, notably by begetting fresh sons and servants of the Lord.

To the Manichaean the world was utterly evil. Some sparks of goodigitdhbd got
entangled in it, no doubt, probably by the fali of some celestial spigitpre-mundane life; they
might, perchance, be saved out of it, but the world must perish, and the gwobetter. The
good and enlightened man would refrain from propagating his kind in such surroundirgys.
not altogether surprising that a cheerful and loyal ZoroastrianKikg Ahram summed the
position up thus: "This fellow would destroy the world. Clearly itmig duty to destroy him."
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And destroy him he did, having him flayed alive, according to one accounhaagthg up his
skin before the gate of the  capital as a warning to all and sundry. Thouginogiteet was
martyred, the cult continued, and it took over certain as ' pec 'Garadtian teaching. Christ
appears to it as one of the great spirits that have come dowhimtearld from above, though-
seeing. that matter is essentially evil-it is quite impossthht he should have really become
man, or really been crucified. What hung upon the Cross can have been exdharora
phantom. This doctrine, which was taught by other men before Manes geemake a strong
appeal to certain Oriental minds, for it persists to this daiieasrthodox teaching of Islat-n on
the subject of the crucifixion. The root-doctrine of Manichocanism, the.,essentially evil
nature of matter, makes a very strong appeal to many Eastero smahé¢ Western minds, lying
as it does at the root of much asceticism.

Thus the brotherhood, which had an elaborate system of ranks, and a hiefatshown,
persisted in Persia for many generations, having its supreme éatRepe at Babylon first, and
in later days at Samarkand. Its philosophy appears again in theiWkger days, doing very
evil work when it taints the mind of St. Augustine, and reaching folsreddimensions when it
prompts the Albigensian movement, but it is doubtful whether there igliaegt connexion
between this and the Eastern Manichees. It seems to be radmeteacy in the human mind,
that may appear on the surface of it at any age or in any country.

The beginning of the sixth century saw another movement of an extrardiind in
Persia--something that we can only describe as an early vefsirat the twentieth century has
learned to call Bolshevism. Mazdak, a Persian noble of -high rank.edextéo preach, and to
some extent to carry through, a drastic reform of Zoroastriaarsinthe old social system of
Persia, which amounted to a communistic revolution. All men were ,eqa@ this very
modern-minded zealot, and all life was sacred. All property wasrmon, and property included
women, or at least it was said that such was the case, perhggs/dhe enemies of the new
prophet. Vegetarianism, humanitarianism, and in fact all the modans™ that a later age
thinks are its own peculiar inventions, were proclaimed by this sixth-century exform

The new gospel received an amazing welcome, sweeping the counting fioroment in a
way that one can only explain by the suggestion that the rigié sgistem of the old Persian
nation, with its seven tribes, had provoked a great deal of suppressetingst. This fact may
very well explain the equally striking success of the gospel of Islam a cezitery |

It was not only those who had everything to gain, but those who had moseidl the
new doctrine, who welcomed its preachers; one is inclined to sugiggsia wave of socialistic
enthusiasm as that which marked the early days of the French RavoluThe nobles
abandoned their rank; even the Shah-in-shah himself, Kobad, became a "lmfothertult, and
is said to have surrendered even his harem' to his "brethren in the faith."

The spectacle of an autocrat turned communist suggests ratherabims of Gilbert and
Sullivan. than sober history, and a student. feels that some sort of explanatiemploéhomenon
must be found. One suggestion is that the King had a real pobiipatt in his seeming
madness, and that he sought to -use the new movement to break the ptwearobies, and of
the Magian caste. If so, he failed in his object; the forcesongervatism rallied, and the
"Mobed-Mobedan,” or head of the Magians, issued such a solemn "Fetva,'fimal of
declaration, as the Sheikh-ul-Islam could once pronounce in Turkey, in ey formal
guestion. "If Zeid, who is Caliph of Islam, apostatizes from tig,fes it lawful to depose the
said Zeid?" By such a declaration, or its equivalent in Zoroadtram Kobad was deposed and
imprisoned in the "Tower of Oblivion," the ominously named Loches of éissa®id kings. To
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depose the Shah-in-shah, however, was a terrible step to take. No maaakeathe vacant
place, and Kobad, assisted by his wife,. escaped from his oubliettéaanddcthe throne once
more.

It seems that he had learned his lesson, and henceforward, whatgwévrdtes opinions, he
would rule as a Zoroastrian.

Disappointed in their royal . proselyte, the Mazdakeans attemptedyt@ glolitical game,
and rose in revolt. On this Kobad, in association with his son Chosroes, dhbiad joined
with him in rule, read them a terrible lesson. He calledhalahiefs of the movement, some
hundreds in number, to a conference, and himself entertained their Néaxtdak at a banquet.
The feast done, Chosroes invited the aged prophet (who had 'been his owtotatone out
"and see some trees of the King's Planting." Mazdak came, anldrsawows of the feet of his
own friends, projecting from the pits in, which they had been buried ljibe Kitig's order!
The teacher was himself seized and impaled, at the head ofethtet garden, and the
movement was thus stamped out in the blood of its leaders. Thert Wwasno reform of
Magianism, such as might perhaps have saved it when the day of its trial was to come.

In the seventh century the duel between Rome and Persia, that bdddashore than four
hundred years, reached its climax and its end.

Chosroes I, "the victorious," who at the beginning of his reign had hasktsupport from
the Roman Emperor Maurice against a rebel in his own land, deglareggainst Rome when
Maurice was murdered by the ruffian Phocas. Nominally, he wasootgvenge a friend,;
actually, he hoped to win the whole "Achaemenid heritage" at |ladt,f@ the moment he
actually did so. An amazing series of triumphs put Syria, Egypt,Asia Minor in his hands,
and the fact that he built palaces in the conquered provinces is evidanbte really intended to
hold them. When he was in occupation of Chalcedon, and looking across theatstra
Constantinople, he could afford to neglect the fact that a detachm@stayimy had been cut up.
in Syria by raiding Arabs, and could laugh at a letter brought hom ftheir leader, one
Mahommed ibn Abdallab, calling on the Shah-in-shah to recognize him as the prophet of God.

Meantime, in its hour of distress, the Roman Empire had found a man, andhone
appreciated the value of sea-power. Heraclius, striking altgrnate Alexandretta and
Trebizonde (for he was able to leave sea-girt Constantinople td baeself), entirely subdued
the Eastern Empire in a series of marvellous campaigns.stdtdane the collapse of Persia, the
miserable death of the "victorious" king, and -the proposal for peasedrethe two exhausted
combatants, on the basis of the .

Heraclius now showed himself a man of great dreams as w&flnaghty deeds. He sought
not only for the restoration of peace to the Empire, but to the Chusekl@nd longed for the
reconciliation of the Assyrian and the Armenian Churches to that of Constantinople.

For a moment it seemed that he had actually succeeded. Ishu-yaAbsyhan Patriarch,
came to see the Emperor, charged with the return of the True, @roskc captured by the
Persians when Jerusalem fell, and returned under the terms of peaggeror and Patriarch
discussed reunion and soon came to an understanding, sharing together thesterigs; this
understanding held good between the Emperor and the head of the Armenian Church.

Unfortunately neither leader was able to carry his followetk tim, for in all three parties
the zealots were sure that "those others" must certainly drgwrAssyrians suspected Greeks;
Greeks had no great faith in the orthodoxy of the Emperor, and nonebieste hold friendship
with those of different custom to themselves. How was it posédsl@)stance, for a decent and
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orthodox Greek to hold communion with those Armenians "who did not mix water with
the Eucharistic wine, and who did not eat either eggs or cheese on Saturdays in Lent"?

So nothing was done, for the Christian nations were irrevocably divide@&randng those
who had rejected the union saw the followers of a united Islam sweep over them all alike.
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CHAPTER IV

LIFE UNDER THE ABBASSID KHALIFS

THE brief period 636-642 saw the overthrow of the historic empire Gid@by the Arabs,
and the conquest and occupation of their country by that new force. Ifintitseactual conquest
was not extraordinary. A country exhausted by a long and terribsleawa under the rule of a
King who was the one weakling and craven of his long line, was suddétkead by a fresh
foe, full of all the demoniac energy which the Jehad gives to thbeebelieve in it, an army in
which every soldier was a fanatic, and fought like a volunteer in a forlorn hope.

The battle of Cadesia--one of the decisive days of the world@zisfave Mesopotamia to
the Arab, and with it a spoil the richness of which the conquerors couldhdetstand. Then
followed a period of Arab migration into the newly conquered land, which saamigeArabian.
The invaders settled down with their families, they mixed withdldeinhabitants, who were,
after all, of kin to their stock, and made the land their own. Mesopmtdnowever, was not
Persia, and Omar did not intend the conquest to go farther, and even fadbadee. Still, the
soldiers were not to be held, and the resistance made to thelr\ata far less formidable than
they must have expected. A respectable defence of the caSleuster against a foe quite
inexperienced in the art of siege; a battle at Nehavand, in winch3crsian general was out-
maneuvered by the Arab, was all the resistance put up againstaieitine thing was done. By
650 the last of the House of Sassan had died, much like the lastAaitthemenids, as a refugee
at Merv, and the Christian Bishop of that place gave charitable burial to his remains.

But Persia, though overrun, was not colonized as the Mesopotamian providdesehathe
country remained Persian, but, strange to relate, the Magiarometigllapsed and Islam was
readily accepted in its room. The faith of Ahura Mazda bad beeawrltg®n of the people since
time began. Thirteen centuries before the Arab conquest, it haddfeenad by Zoroaster, but
it remained the same. The race had been tried by foreign congbefojié, and during five
hundred years of subjection the faith bad kept the nation in life. Ndhe aoment apparently
of its full strength, when it has all the organization and presfige stabilized Church, it passes
like a dream.

A very few years after the conquest, it is the faith of aigiedg minority, and now it is hard
to find a living trace of it in lands where the ash-heaps ohitses fires form fair-sized hills. It
is only in a foreign land, where the very name of its followerslpims them aliens (Parsis,
Persians), that those followers form a body which, if not largeipfisential and most
honourable. Persia rises again in due course, as soon as the inesdatiben against Arab rule
has had time to gather strength, but the revival of the nation doeseaat thre revival of her
faith; only the formation of a sect, or series of sects, in Islam.

It was about a hundred years before that revival gathered streDgtimg that time, the
Khalifs of the House of Omayya, the brother of the Prophet grahéfatruled at Damascus.
Muavia, founder of this "Omayyad" line, had won his office as the sagesnan, to whom
Hassan, the son of Ali, had been glad to resign a burdensome throne. WésemHthe brother
of Hassan, rose in revolt against him and was killed at "the mhdéartyrdom,” Kerbala,
sentiment. turned against the line.

It was felt that it was stained with the blood of that tragedyich has always made so
strong, if so incomprehensible, an appeal to Persian Moslems; andvieere loyalty left. for
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it. Hate of the "usurping line" gave the spur that was needed, ari8latie Standard of the
House of Abbas, uncle of the Prophet, was raised by Abu Muslim, who hadllfegma slave
of that family. The revolt blazed up, and the general of the Ordeyialif was defeated in a
decisive battle outside Mosul, in the great triangle betweenitnes Bnd the Zab. That rolling
plain is the decisive field of that part of the world, for thrichds seen the great battles which
have decided the fate of that part of Asia.

Arbela was fought there though the fight did take its name froraityhéo which the victors
poured . to find Darius' baggage train; there Heraclius foughastisahd greatest battle with the
Sassanid army, and there the House of Abbas won the Khalifate ieidause of Omayya.
The fruits of victory were made secure by a massacre, whefictbeinvited ninety members of
the hostile family to a banquet, and murdered every one. Only one mefber family
escaped, to win a throne for himself in Spain.

The elevation of the House of Abbas to the Khalifate-or at ledketclaim to it-is really an
act of Persian nationalism and dislike of Arab dictation, for welaadly think that there was
any warm feeling of personal loyalty in Persia for the regipdetuncle of the Prophet. It was,
however, really a definite breach in the unity of Islam, of whichsee the first sign when "the
ship was broken, shattered by the storm of Kerbela." The Khalifeedfibuse of Omeyya were
rulers of the whole "House of Islam,” as the "Successor of thghBtr and Commander of the
Faithful" ought to be. The House of Abbas never attained that. Abdwnarg the one survivor
of the House of Omayya, became Khalif in Spain, which would never mzeothe rulers of
Baghdad. Soon other claimants to the title rose in Africa, and yptEthe line that claimed
descent from the daughter of the Prophet, Fatima.

It is true that the founders of this line did not make the claith awny seriousness, but
merely as a means of getting prestige. One of the firdsteohouse, Muizz, was asked by the
"Ulema," or doctors of the Law, in Cairo, to produce his pedigree, and foodthe exalted
claim he made. Muizz laid a drawn scimitar and a bag of goldrdo¢hem. "There is my
pedigree, and there is my proof"; the Ulema were perfecitisfisat Others, however, came to
believe in their manufactured pedigree as fervently as man does in such Cases.

The title of the House of Abbas then to the Khalifate was never pudig and the
divisions of Islam date from their accession, but for a time ihieyg the bulk of the Empire, and
that very brilliantly. Mansur founded the new capital at Baghdad, andom Harun-ar-rashid
followed him there. Presently, however, the administration broke down.Khalkds became
the slaves of their own bodyguard of Seljuk Turks, "Begs™ and "Atalstgned to virtual
independence in the provinces, and the Empire practically broke up intalsawetl States, of
which Persia was one, while the nominal Khalif and Sultan of the vdoollel hardly stir out of
his own . capital. That, howevcr3, was far in the future, when Mansudamuh were ruling in
Baghdad.

During the Arab conquest, the Assyrian nation could do nothing but remain auiktin
fact, "lie low" and let the storm pass over them, hoping that tis¢ Wiauld do as little harm as
might be to their nation. They were accustomed to be regardedibyutbes much in the same
light as they themselves regarded their bees, and indeed in thetiood of omens and magic
spells which the wise men among them used, and some of which surtig day, it is quite
proper for the same portent to foretell either a revolution in tla¢e Sbr an outbreak of
swarming-fever in the hive,-the inquirer being at liberty to dewrtliech is more probable or
dangerous for himself.
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Actually, the coming of the Arabs must have been a relief. r-entiyvyears the war
between the two great empires of Rome and Persia had been ragidgthough their
sympathies may have been with the Christian, there is little dbabthe peaceful cultivators
had suffered from both.

Their Patriarch, Ishu-yahb, had just made a concordat with the Engretahe Church of
the Empire, but that vanished naturally, now that facts had madeatsible to carry it out in
practice. There was no -"orthodox" Church anywhere in the reach 8&#yeian, now that the
Roman or Byzantine Empire had retreated to the northern side ofatlisTrange. His
immediate duty was to care for the well-being of his flock inrthew condition, and to make
the best terms he could for them with the Arab authorities.

The Arab leaders, representing Omar the Khalif, made no diffiablbyt this. Christians of
the Assyrian Church were to have full security as a iilliet'the land, on practically the same
terms. as they had received under the Persian. That is to sa&yptrasin the nationality had
the right to remain in it and practise their religion, with eggom from Military service. They
might repair their churches, but might not erect new ones withoutigsom they had, of
course, to pay the ordinary taxes, with the "kharj" in addition, in gutisti for the military
service that they could not render and Mussulmans would not accept, though wereks
declared to be exempt from this burden. Finally, it was sped@adlydown that Christian girls
who were taken in marriage by Moslems might keep their religiolesexcellent in intent, but
hard to execute in fact.

Hitherto the Assyrians had been practically the only "milletthe Persian Empire, though
of recent years a certain number of "Monophysites” (mostly bromgfitom Syria in the
enormous taptivities”which the Sassanid kings had collected théwa) been added to their
number, and these had obtained, after some friction, a governmentapstaiied to that of the
Assyrians. Now, however, whole provinces of what had been the Roman Ewepersubject to
the Khalifate, including Egypt and Syria, where the mass of the pgmpuileas Christian of the
Monophysite confession. The story of their separation from the OrthodosciCis long and
tangle?s, and perhaps the writer may be allowed to refer studehis tmvn work upon the
subject.

These now settled down on the same terms as the Assyrians, undemiindatriarchs.
The Copts, the Christian population of Egypt, hardly came into touch \gglrians at all, but
the "Syrians" or Jacobites (so called from the monk Jacobus Basag@e had organized their
body) were their near neighbours. They had their Patriarch at Antdwo in later ages came to
reside in a monastery near Mardin, and a "Mafrian,” or Archbishop, vasamtheory the head
of those in the Persian Empire, and dwelt in the monastery of ShealtaiMear Mosul. His

had really ceased, now that all of his "millet’ were undeb Auée, but that did not
hinder his continuance in office.

The Assyrian Church, when once the storm of war had passed and thingesdoade
normal. was now prosperous, wealthy, and widespread'. How widespreacywvsee later.
Toleration extended to the point of its being allowed to hold councils hwirnider a Moslem
government is to go far indeed. So long as a subject of the goverkeegstto what authority
is used to and follows precedent and routine, all is well. Anything uhisssaspect, and any
attempt to rise to a new situation is held to be dangerous. is the rule.
The Assyrian Church and nation then settled down to the life of &timinder Mahommedan
rule, which means that for centuries it had little history. Tieeof such a Church is uneventful,
and it is well that it should be, for most events are of the nafulisasters. The life of a soldier
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under the conditions of modern war was once described as "an etetmiyeddbm, enlivened by
moments of acute physical terror, " and that of a Church under Arabvag an eternity of
dullness, enlivened only by occasional risk of massacre, when anythiogeacdo irritate
authority, and to incline it to take the only precaution that the Mahommedan understands.

These sudden storms might blow up on the instant, out of the cleargstoskijne
government was eternally suspicious. One eighth-century Patriéheman-Ishu, remarked
casually once that Islam ruled by the power of the sword, not byeGriiovas one of those
perfectly true statements that it is not well to make, foithalif Abd-I-melck happened to hear
of it, and the Patriarch thought himself lucky to get off with avidae-or bribe to some
official-and a term of imprisonment. Sometimes it was thégunss of unworthy Christians that
caused the trouble, as when one Isa, doctor to the Khalif Mansur, demabnidgdradouceur of
the Patriarch Jacob Il than that prelate would give, and the doctevenge whispered some
accusation into the ear of the Khalif, and procured the imprisonment of all the Ratriarc

Fortunately, the plotter on this occasion spoilt his own game by gostajlittle too far.
He told the Patriarchs that the Khalif was proposing to destrtlyeaChristian churches, but that
for a heavy bribe he, Isa, would persuade him to show mercy. Thar&tadrivent straight to
Mansur, and he, a good Moslem, was furious at the notion that he would desyatts” a right
that the Faith expressly guaranteed to them. The rascally deasoimpaled for slandering the
Commander of the Faithful, and the Patriarchs released.

Not that the churches were always safe, even so. Harun-ar-nabloidyas liable to fits of
fanaticism, once actually issued an order for the destruction of dtlem in the province of
Basra, because they practised relic-worship in opposition to Koramaslonly the influence of
Zubeydeh his wife which induced him to rescind the order.

Of course, the Khalif had no real confidence in corporate Christialtyoy Individuals
might be his favourites, and rise to wealth, influence, and even re&r;pthe "rayahs" as a
whole could not be trusted, and indeed the government did nothing -to eatnusteirOnce, it
is recorded, the Assyrian Patriarch asked for some favour for tydeperhich had been denied
to the "Melkites" or Imperialists; members of the Orthodox Chuhet is, who were Arab
subjects, but yet members of the Greek Emperor's Church." "Wehefancient millet' are
loyal," said the Patriarch; "we know no sovereign save the Commantier Faithful.” "Loyal?"
said the Arab official. "You know that you all hate us alike."

Naturally this relegation to slave status and the perpetual ocoisseiss of degradation (the
Khalif Mutawakkil had ordered all Christians to wear-a speciessirhad its effect in producing
the slave character in those subject to it. This means, adpmitigue and low cunning, and a
readiness to adopt any dirty means to gain a. desired object. iFimer@ational stock, even the
proudest and most self-confident, which could stand such treatment witlogiidogered by it,
and perhaps lowered rather speedily.

Assyrians were not more exempt from this than others. We fineaat two Patriarchs,
Khananishu and Timothy the Great, confessing to the councils assemtblent aonsecration to
the Patriarchate that they had attained their high Office Ioiguiet and bribery, and by open
disregard of the proper formalities. There was this excusenthafficial could conceive any
other way of doing anything. The temptation to do some undesirable skEnwg@me person in
authority, in order that the Bishop may curry favour with that persarliieand so be in a
position to serve his "millet," is always present. Where you catepnd on justice in the ruler,
most men are likely to do evil that good may come.
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The career of Timothy the Great gives an instance of thish#sathe merit of being at least
picturesque. Harun-ar-rashid had flown into a rage with his wife Zdbefor some unknown
reason, and had promptly divorced her by the triple divorce. Having redohese
temper, the Commander of the Faithful became sorry for what he had atmhevas only
anxious to take his favourite wife back again, but found it was not pessitdording to law.
Simple divorce is easily undone, but if a Moslem shall divorce His tply, he may not take
her back again until such time as she has been wedded again to &tustleen, and divorced by
him. No doubt the rule was laid down by the Prophet to check an evil cdstoltihe thing that
is allowed, but disliked by Allah is divorce." There were men uatély in officially Moslem
lands, and probably are still, who earned a rather disreputable livingabying divorcees in
this way, and then divorcing them-for a consideration of course. Eitiselow trade was not
practised in Harun's day, or he felt that to avail himself ofai$ .
Timothy the Patriarch, one regrets to say, made a suggestiomgbaéd a way out. Let
Zubeydeh declare herself a Christian, and then, as an apostate sstieadan law, and all her
previous engagements were void, for if a Moslem shall apostalizes avives are
divorced. Then she could revert and be pardoned by the Khalif, and be nagaiedo him,
and all would be well! Was it thus that Zubeydeh was brought to @derwith her husband for
the Basra churches?

At first, when the Arabs conquered Mesopotamia, the power of the i@hsisvas very
great, for they were the sole educated class. It is tru¢hth@rabs proved apt learners, and this
advantage was lost in a century or so, but for the time it wasrtamt. All the learning of the
Greeks came to the Arabs, and in measure to the Persians asghttireir Christian teachers,
who were for the most part of the Assyrian Church.

They had their colleges at Nisibis and at Seleucia, where &fat Aristotle were taught, in
Syriac and later in Arabic, and it was thus that Arabs becaogamted with Greek learning.
When one remembers that after the night of the Dark Ages hachdedoen Europe, and Greek
had been altogether forgotten, it was through Arab profe6sors at Conddv@atamanca that
Western Europe first learnt to know Aristotle once more, one thatsParis and Oxford owe
more to the Assyrian schools, and to their turbulent founder Barsoma, than they alizg/s rea

It is a far cry from Nisibis to Oxford, particularly when ttead runs through Cordova, but it
seems to have been the way by which Aristotle travelled fromn&tteethe English universities.
Medicine, too, which we have seen was almost a Christian monopoly uel&assanids,
continued in their bands, and it is specially said that Gabrielotim¢ doctor, was the right hand
of the Patriarch Timothy in all his State business, owing to the comstdrgrivate access that he
necessarily had to the Commander of the Faithful.

The Church was now at its greatest extension. Of the five andtytwédetropolitan
Archbishops who owed allegiance to Timothy-and whose names have beemwegaldsean
official list-some were as far to the West as DamasndsJarusalem, where the Assyrian body
had certain rights in the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. A "Nesto@&urch of far later date
still survives in Famagusta, to show that there was at leastgregation in Cyprus too. South,
the Church extended to Sumatra and Malabar, where their witnkéssistives. North, there
were Bishops of the "Tents of the Kurds," nhomad prelates of nomad,feroksg the mountains
that were till lately the. last refuge of the nation. Timatlowvn first diocese was that of "Bait
Bgash," which is the little town of Bashkala, to the north of the ktadimountains. East, they
were known among the Tartars and Turks, and in distant Balkh theevemshe little Christian
principality of Taraz, and in a later age the legend-wrapped butist@rical figure of Prester
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John. Tibet is referred to in the letters of Timothy as the (feat least a party of priests, and
modern travellers are inclined to think that the strange reseneldretween the ceremonies of
the Lamas in Ladakh, and those of the Christian Church, are probablatodeited for by the
presence of Assyrian or Nestorian missionaries in these remote days.

In China the evidence is more concrete and tangible. There, the pribef pfesence of a
strong branch of the Assyrian Church is the famous monument of Si-anapit@ of China in
those days, which has stood there since the year A.D- 78 | - The munliasean importance
for the science of linguistics as well as of history, folSysiac-Chinese inscriptions give a key
to the sound-values of the Chinese characters of those days whidifficult to find elsewhere.
It bears the name of the Patriarch Khanan-Ishu., though actuallecerecthe days of his
successor, Timothy the Great. The news of the decease of thenalddrad not reached this
far-away branch of the Church in the interval of three years batitee fact and the erection of
the monument.

We know from Chinese sources that intercourse between the "@RElastl the "Sublime"
Kingdoms (China and Persia) was quite easy and habitual for asdothg latter lasted. The
caravan roads were open, save when Turkish raids from Tartaryptéstrthem. So, where
commerce went, religion could go also., and Christianity was extdmge@den who took and
extended their faith wherever they themselves happened to go, withoat foachinery. Itis a
method of proselytizing that Christians knew well enough then, but Qihwdnly Islam seems
to have kept the secret now, and which it uses with sometimdmgtegsults. Christian monks
then were as much given to wandering, and were sometimes as much cauttrol, as the
Moslem Dervish in certain countries of that profession. Thus, Gimistientered China in -the
time of the "Tsung" dynasty (A.D. 500-900 approx), and the Si-an monumisnigdiow he p -
Emperor Tsai, of that House, gave greeting to "Olopen, the fiashée of this excellent
mysterious, and pacific religion" about the year 630. Free leageggivan for its propagation,
and the Emperor, who was a liberal-minded man and had an intelledejapecially ordered a
copy of the Scriptures, or at least of the Gospels, to be trahahkbdeChinese for the Empress's
library. Twenty years later, there are said to have been neoieasof "this luminous faith” in
ever prefecture of the Empire, giving evidence of a widely extended growth.

Troubles followed for the Empire, and Christians bad to suffer aganeelse suffered in
the general disorders in the reign of the Empress Wu Hon (750 appr&r),Ghina underwent
one of the periodical upheavals in which outsiders are apt to segeddaer downfall. Good
came out of the evil, however, for a contingent from one of the ClwiSatar tribes (the
Uigurs, who seem to have adopted not only the Syriac religion buthesBytiac speech) did
good service for the dynasty, and in acknowledgment of their sertiedsmperor Hsan Tsung
(successor to the unfortunate Empress) gave formal edicts aftimheand legal existence to the
Christian Church.

His successor went further, giving high honorary rank to the Bishop, whalwaved to
wear the insignia of one of the highest grades of Mandarins. dttissfrecorded on the Si-an
monument.

The Bishop in question, whose name is recorded as "Giwu," an abbreviaGawerfis, or
George, a name still customary among his people, had more than savesity under him, and
seems to have been a new-comer from headquarters.

More troubles followed, perhaps in a second big revolt in 783 (that knowndenss of
Chinese history as the Rebellion of Ta Chin), perhaps a litde \ahen a great. persecution of
Buddhists and other foreign religions was begun in the year 84.5. Iprebably at this time
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that the Si-an monument was buried, in order to preserve it (for budedainly was, and that
before the year 1064, as is clear from other evidence), and itnesnabncealed till its

rediscovery by Chinese Buddhists and its erection in one of theirdeagph monument, in the
year i623. The temple fell into ruin, but the monument remained, andlaed in safety in the

"Forest of Tablets" in 1907.

Chinese Christians suffered along with Buddhists -with whom them deehave been
confused in the persecution referred to, and an edict of the year 85%esumiwhich monks
and nuns of alien religions, more especially those from the lantie Mdstorians and of Islam
(Ta-Chin and Mohofu), are ordered to return to ordinary ways of lifes. shid that the edict was
strictly enforced, though what the Chinese authorities understood by Madanmuns is not
explained.

Still, persecution did not kill a body so well used to the enduring ahd,the native Church
was by no means suppressed. Marco Polo found abundant evidence ofetscexisthis days
among the Tartars., and we shall have strange evidence of thégpersisf the faith in China in
a later chapter the further development of this isolated body, howeaemather peculiar. To
some extent they seem to have amalgamated with the Chinese déith of Islam, but
Rubruquis, the Franciscan monk, found them still conspicuous in the thirtesmthyc They
kept loyal to their Trinitarian confession, as is proved by a Baptisymn-given at length by
Professor Saeki in his work on The Nestorian Monument-which dates fedthrethat century, or
perhaps a little later.

Saeki holds that the Christian body probably became identified with dive gireat secret
societies of China. All students know how congenial a society diyffeeof Freemasonry is to
the Chinese mentality, and how widely spread the phenomenon is to thisTtiaySociety,
which the Japanese professor thinks was really the survival @xiigission of Christianity, is or
was the "Kin Tan Kiao," or "Religion of the Medicine of Immotali It was still existing in the
year 1891, but was almost destroyed in the anti-foreign massacties Bbxer movement, as
being too Christian-a strange and wonderful addition to the "white-robed army of $artyr

While their Assyrian neighbours were faring thus, Armenians todnig of them had their
own experiences. They settled down like others, as "rayahsti&hadif of Islam,” and as their
national Christianity was recognized they were not discontented. Hin@eror of
Constantinople of the day (Constans Il) -had tried to rouse them to aganhst the Khalif, with
the idea that they might help in the recovery of some of the provioseto the Empire. The
Armenians, however, had no fancy for the r8le of cat's-paw, and replidte tagents of the
Emperor, "You Romans have always called us up to war, and alwaysdeivn at the end of it.
Now let us alone." The remark was so bitterly true that the Emm®uld only accept the
reproach and acquiesce in the situation. Unhappily, the policy wasooneviiich the unhappy
people who complained of it were to suffer again and again in the course of ages.

Later, the Armenians were themselves nearly ready to revitblbwtiany Roman assistance,
so squeezed were they by the Khalifs agents, when taxes wereddfsabieall the provinces to
meet the cost of building the new city of Baghdad. As some soohsbtation, and perhaps as a
measure of policy, the nationality was once more allowed to hawsvitsnative princes. By
grant from the Khalif, the nobles of the House of Bagrad-a fasaily to be of Jewish descent-
were recognized as the hereditary princes of Armenia, of coursieegoayment of tribute to
their superior. So long as that was paid, the delegated power was as completd asutduee.

It was not quite easy, however, for the new princes of Armeniatttheje rank recognized
by their own folk. Armenians have never been too ready to obey one ofethiesysand this
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new form of royalty had none of the age4ong prestige that had be@ménigaince of the extinct
Arsacid House. They were just one of the many noble families hanel Wwere others as good as
they, notably the Ardzeruni House, which had its stronghold on the cita¥@nofwhere kings
had ruled aforetime. Gradually, however, the Bagratids, in the colifise or six generations,
were able to extend and consolidate their power, and to establisrsednoé claim to rule, not
only in Armenia proper, but in the Cilician mountains to the south and ofegf in the
neighbourhood of Antioch, though not over the plain district where the city stood.

It was an age when monasticism was the force in the Church, andter@ssprang up
everywhere. The Armenian royal house, knowing that its ' power depengeldrgely on the
national Church, fostered its schools and institutions everywhere in its dominions.

In the course of a century or so, virtue went out of the Abbassid Houbke way that it
always appears to go out of all Oriental dynasties. Power bgeoutlying provinces slipped
from its hands, and the empire of the Arabs (who have never shown themgaenius of the
Roman) became little but a collection of independent provinces. A fdikéulif at Baghdad
was its titular bead, but lie was only a puppet in the bands of higoands. Armenia was but
one of many districts where princes bad set themselves up, and beemtieally independent,
though other rulers' were naturally Moslem, and called Amirs. Bdgratids took the title of
King, and were crowned to that dignity by the Catholicos of the AmmeGhurch, at Ejmiadzin.
Soon they built themselves a capital, and one worthy of their newyd@n#ni, a place the
ruins of which still show that the Armenian has been able to develaphitectural style of his
own, which may owe something to the Byzantine, but yet is reallyp@matent of it, and is in its
own way equally impressive. No church of the nation is of any vest gize, when compared,
for instance, with those the Normans were raising in France, ivetlyedays when Ani was in
the building. Yet no style has succeeded so well as this in makialy dimensions impressive,
and in giving a "value" to the whole of a moderate sized buildingadtnever been the fate of
the Armenian, however, to be left long at peace, even when the peeae lisgitimately by his
own efforts. Ani was building in the year 975. By the end of the ogntue year 1000, the
Seljuk Turks were on the move, and the pains of the birth of a neweeeab&ginning to rack
the world.
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CHAPTER V

THE AGE OF THE SELJUK TURKS

WITH the coming of the year A.D. 1000, mankind everywhere was expeabgngnd of the
world. It was so written in the Apocalypse, that when the thousand yesie expired, Satan
should be loosed out of his prison, and should gather the four quarters of lihéovioattle, Gog
and Magog, whose number was as the sand of the sea. There wasa&s@nyfor believing that
all had happened as had been foretold, when the age saw the coming af gmeathstorm of
invasion from those very Cimmerian lands of Meshech and Tubal, sudekiglthad seen once
in days long before the seer of Patmos, and to which he had given tbahsrthe later writer
adopted. These great periods of come on the world now and then, though the
causes of them may be known only to Allah the All-knowing. Certéirdyone that began in the
year A.D. 1000 was by far the greatest and most terrible $iegeatrallel one some six centuries
before which brought down the Roman Empire of the West. That, too, had aakdrer
direction, falling directly on Western Europe, so that the civibrest of the East had no
knowledge of what they were now to undergo, and no parallel to it ribarethat great invasion
of the Scythians in 600 B.C. that has left its impress in the wafrtlse prophets Ezekiel and
Zephaniah.

It would seem that all the tribes of Central Asia, hard mothenexi, were seized at once
with a "swarming-fever" such as that which will sometimesbasive of bees. All were on the
move, not quite together but one after the other in seemingly endless procession.

Of course there had been infiltration before. There was alwaysah but steady stream of
migrating nomads of the stock, coming in from the plains of. TadadyCentral Asia to the
more fertile lands of Anatolia and Mesopotamia. Hitherto, howevese timemigrants had been
only small groups or septs, who would settle in the country and becoorallyasubject to its
government. The Khalifs of Baghdad found them good but dangerous mateadFraetorian”
guard. They would keep their own way of life, and often their own lamguhgugh as a
general rule they adopted the religion of the land: Islam in Mesojetar in Anatolia where
the Greek still ruled, that of the Greek Orthodox Church. Hence anasenomenon that was to
cause, in our own day, a good deal of surprise, viz., the existence ofsmatlygroups of
"Turkish Christians” in Asia Minor, who were admittedly of the ktaad tongue of the ruling
race, but of the religion of the subject one. They were Turks who hedtbere before the
Turks came in, and had kept their identity for a period of a thousand years.

When the catastrophe of 1922 developed, and all of Greek stock were exXpmtiethat
Anatolia where they had dwelt for centuries before the Turk lefiti@l Asia, many of these
groups were expelled with them, faithful to the fact that in the Eessaliways religion that is the
determinant of nationality. It is to be feared that they wbnest as completely strangers, and
as unwelcome, among the Greeks whose religion they followed, as am®nburks who
regarded them unfairly as renegades.

In the eleventh century this movement had hitherto had no political impertaNow all the
tribes of Central Asia were "swarming," or to vary the figardlood of waters was loose, that
was to wash over all China, all the "Middle East,” and much of tkst\Wp to Hungary and
Poland.
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These tribes were known to us and to the men of the age as the Mongbéstars.
Actually, it seems that each of those appellations is the nameedfibe only, and that the race
at large, not conscious of itself as a unity, had no name commonwhdhe Mongol seems to
mean "brave" and Tar-tar or Ta-ta, "move-move" or nomad. Otherthaathe latter word is
Chinese for barbarian. The whole race was known to civilized men,pbbgcass which has
often been repeated, by the title of the first tribe with whicly tregpened to come in contact,
members of which, when asked what they were, described themseltresiame of their own
people.

Like the Huns of an earlier age, who were of the same stodleasselves, they were bent
solely on destruction. It was not an invasion so much as the migodteopeople; women and
children came with them, the women carrying the babies in a coadthe saddle-bow; their
horses were their cattle and their food, for they drank mainlysnaiitk and ate horse-flesh. At
times they might halt, plant some corn, and when it came up reap it anddptoaeehile others
planted for them to reap, what occasion was there for even that labélittterto, the
civilizations of an older age had largely survived, from Persi wethe Aegean; now they were
to go. It was not that the invader had any conscious quarrel with éimgrmore than a flood has
a quarrel with the crop over which it sweeps. They happened to be wathehat was all.
Generally the invader did not even ask the name of what he destroyed.

First of these hordes to break on civilized land was that of the Tumksfollowed their
Chief Seljuk, and were known by his name. As invaders they were badhematigiot to be
compared with those who followed, for they were more civilizable tthers, and had already
accepted Islam. Their leader, Seljuk, had two sons, whose names hs&tole thad already
received a certain amount of teaching, perhaps from a Jewish dourtey were called Israil
and Mikhail. Israil came somehow into touch with Mahmud, afterwardsetknown as the
"Tiger of Ghazni," the first and most fanatical of the Moslewaders of India. He asked the
Seljuk about the strength of his tribe, and was told, "If | send fhwesarrows to the tents of my
fathers, for each arrow a thousand men will mount and ride. If | sgndow, ten thousand
more will follow in their track.” Mahmud judged that it was betterdetain so formidable a
visitor, and lIsrail vanishes from history. Mikhalil, his brother, Wesfather of the really great
leader of the race, Toghrul "the Falcon" (obviously the Jewish inftlukad passed), who led the
tribe from Tartary into the comparatively civilized province of Kdssan. The Khalif thought it
more prudent to send the invader a message of greeting, acknowledgings hiuler and
vicegerent,. under the "Successor of the Prophet," of the province frazh ldhhad no means
of expelling him, and Toghrul, content with what he had got, ruled quietly till his death in 1060.

It was just about the time that another great Conqueror in thédat was beginning to
meditate the move that was to turn his Norman dukedom into a kingdorn@jlphatslan (the
Lion) led his invasion into the civilized lands of Anatolia. A wargure and simple, and a
great archer, with the personal peculiarity that his moustaches so long that he had to tie
them together behind his neck when he went into battle, lest they shouterhis "drawing
hand,” Arslan's one idea was invasion, and the fact that his fathenyul,obad received
investiture of the lordship of seven realms from the titular "Conteaof the Faithful," gave
him a religious sanction, as a good Mussulman, for every thing he thhase against the
enemies of the Faith.

Thus it was on Armenia, the Christian power, that Toghrul and Arsiaed their arms.
Such tribes of Turks as lay on the frontier of that country haddgiretarted raiding, and their
leader, Khudrig, had given some idea of what was to come by indulgaath of blood drawn
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from his slaughtered captives. With such an attack pending, ith@asbvious interest of the
Byzantine Empire to support the buffer State that was theirdstaiet in the early years of peril
they had an Emperor who may be supposed to have had sufficient inielles¢ what was
needful. Basil the Bulgar-slayer was still living (it wais age of great warriors) and he was
actually in the Cappadocian "theme" or province, in Central Asia Mswthat he had ample
opportunity of knowledge of the situation, and it is certain that heyataie had an adequate
grasp of the strategic problem. Possibly he in his old age labkedeeded energy, and the
weaker men who came after him lacked the brain. Whatever s@nre2onstantinople failed to
support Armenia in the hour of her need, and left the "heretic" to her fate,-to her own ruin.

It often happens, too, that Orientals lose their heads in an emerg€&ugrrels among
themselves are their bane, and a great danger is apt to britngospitit instead of suppressing
it, and so it was with the Armenians at this time. Their KKagig Il, fell into despair and only
thought of saving himself, offering his crown to the Byzantine Emparexchange for some
tributary principality in a safe province. As a matter of ,féoe thing did not exist just then in
the Empire. Thus, when the attack came, there was but litittarese, and, at his first effort,
Arslan was able to ravage Armenia at his ease, up to the nosti@en'of Lake Van. Still local
minds hold the memory of the awful sack of Arjish, then a large towthe lake shore, and now
a decayed village. A year or so later, the great invasiorcar@sued; Alp Arslan stormed Ani,
the capital, in 1063, and the Armenian kingdom, properly so called, came to an end.

Then, when it was too late, the Empire bestirred itself. Hhsyaook the field under a
gallant hothead, the Emperor Romanus Diogenes, and underwent at MalazkGOilione of
the great defeats of its history. Romanus, though he fought galemilygh himself, was as
completely out-generalled by the "Parthian tactics" of the Tlifk@se archery as Crassus had
been upon an earlier field. Practically the whole army wagayest or taken, the Emperor
being himself a prisoner, and to lose thus the one highly trained, poofdsarmy of the
Byzantine Empire was a much more serious blow then than it badrbegpublican days. To
replace what had been lost was a question of years, not just o§plagctli of fresh legions. The
Turk passed on into Anatolia, and all those provinces., the whole of Asia Milhgrefmanently
under his rule.

This conquest was the ruin of what had hitherto been the heart and ladissupplies and
organization of the Byzantine Empire. Centuries of gradual anglihad built up a wealthy
dominion, and the Seljuks came in as mere destroyers. All went ddane lbieem, and when
the Crusading armies, thirty years later, passed through what éac bend of great and ancient
cities, they found nothing but a wilderness of ruins and briars. Even nbasand years later,
the traveller can see from the magnificence of those ruins,whaif remains of them, what the
grandeur of a greater age must have been. One great capitsiamd, reversed, as a mounting-
block at the door of a khan, or the lid of a great sarcophagus mayaseaweater-trough in what
is now a mud-built village. No doubt there had been decay before, frgueplamisgovernment,
and the like, but now everything was cast down to the level of a Tartar encampment.

It is true that the Seljuk was not devoid of the instinct of hisr@din successor, and when
he had thoroughly destroyed what was before him, he did use the poweesraté¢ which lie
had enslaved to build up something for himself. It is the expressius wfstinct for "majesty,"”
and the buildings that a later Seljuk put up at Iconium and other @Haeds/ no means to be
despised. In like fashion a later Mahommedan conqueror appreciateduef&. Sophia in
Constantinople.

41



The Assyrians And Their Neighbours

If Alp Arslan had little power of appreciating the civilizatidrat he ravaged, his successor,
Malik Shah, was of a different stamp, and he had a minister wheweasgreater than himself.
This was the celebrated Nizam-I-mulk, the patron of Omar Khayyho) by the way, is known
in his own land as an excellent astronomer, but hardly as a poet-who #ahat the colleges
and other institutions that the incoming Turk inherited from his predecgssold not altogether
go to ruin, and that the ravages of invasion should have a chance of lpgimgdie This man
was also the friend of the "Moslem St. Benedict," the mystic-lAQddr el Gilani of Baghdad,
founder of that "Qadriya" order of Dervishes of which all others are offshoots.

During his life, Nizam-I-mulk kept things together, but when he wasnidsed by his
sovereign and very shortly after-stabbed by one of the Assassiregsémgt him by his own old
schoolfellow, Hassan Sabbah, all went very speedily to rack and ruatik $hah was the last
great Seljuk rulers Instead of one great Sultan, subordinate orilg tohalif at Baghdad, there
were at least a dozen independent rulers. That the Khalif should halellbeyond his own
palace wall was nothing new, but now there were independent rulergiaf Bersia, Egypt,
Anatolia (the name of Rum borne by that last kingdom shows how thegpres§tRome still
lasted), and even petty Kings or Atabegs at places like Mosul andirM Behind or beneath all,
and terrorizing all and sundry, were the Assassins, feared from Cairo to Samarkand.

It was this division in the world of Islam that gave their one chdaodhe Crusades, which
were just beginning at this time. Having to face a divided en#myinvaders from the West
were able to establish themselves in Palestine, and wereoaidddtit for just so long as those
divisions lasted. As soon as a great man had established his own whgevder over the part
of the Mahomedan world that was in question, the fall of the Crusadnggldin was only a
guestion of a few years. Had Saladin been less great than hemzsd the leaders of the
Crusading kingdom avoided some of the more glaring of their own blundenssilie would
have been the same, though it might have been postponed for a little Agniings were, it
came speedily.

One of these divisions of what was in theory the one and indivisibleewipgihe Khalifate
has a special interest for the historian of the Assyrian Chunmd@hation, for it is no other than
the kingdom of Prester John, so great in mediaeval legend. We leavehaein the days of the
Sassanids, the Church of the Assyrians had extended east in theflaadsry, and that it had
its bishops in such centres as Merv, Tus, Herat, and other placdwiaskan as early as the
year A.D- 430. These bishoprics were no ephemeral growth, for thegguiarly referred to,
and appear in councils, either personally or by deputy, until the year 10f80was not too
easy, and at times it was found to be difficult to gather thee tBishops who by universal
custom are needed for the consecration of a colleague in caseantyacThe counsel of the
Patriarch was sought, and it was held that, on an emergency, twocoosktrate, the book of
the Gospels being held over the head of the Ordinand, to representtlegthtird, or more
probably the Divine Head of the Church Himself. Out in that wild |éedet were nomad chiefs
and princes who were Christian and we have seen that at one timsulthéng of -the
principality of Tarez, in Balkh on the Oxus, was of that faith. He year 1001, John,
Metropolitan of Merv, reported the conversion of another, and apparentlyeainmmortant one.
He was head of the Kerit or Kerait tribe, and was converted tst@hnity by a vision of a saint
whom lie believed to be "Mar Sergius," a favourite object of Assydevotion, who to this day
is great at hearing. the sick and at succouring distresseddravdf things go very wrong with
you on a journey, you may vow a black lamb to Mar Sergius, and altaki#l a turn for the
better; but beware of the vengeance of the Saint if you vow and do noTpayKing, or Klian,
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was converted, and brought over his tribe with him to Christianity,t tm@mbers being
estimated at 200,000. Order was taken for the instruction of thessongerts, and some of the
problems that they propounded have a strange ring to those who are irtolimgentify
Christianity with Western civilization, and to consider that ti& ign of grace in the "native"
is a desire to clothe himself in cast-off European clothes.

The difficulty that beset these Tartar Christians was,, fivetv it was possible for them,
whose sole diet was horse-flesh and mares' milk, to keep a Letich total abstinence from
everything of an animal nature, such as meat, milk, and cheesetrigg snjoined? An
Assyrian Lent lasts fifty days, and has no break, by custom, on. theySUi@a there was the
problem of the "Holy Qurbana,” the Eucharist. How were they, who rsawvetbread for years
together, and whose only wine was that provided, compulsorily, by theiries)etm find the
necessary elements?

How they Settled their problems is not quite clear, but it caitydses understood how the
story of this Christian prince in the remotest East, as itreasated and magnified in its passage
from mouth to mouth, would strike the imagination of the West. The wdmee prince of the
house for the rule of this Christian family lasted for seveealegations-happened to be "Ung
Khan." On Syriac-speaking lips this readily became Yukhanan, whibbhis, and the holder of
the name was somehow credited with the Holy Orders that it s gassible that he really did
receive, and it is so became "Prester (or Presbyter) John."

Thus poets like Ariosto, and travellers like the famous Sire Johnadeléille, who loved a
good story for its own sake, and were not always proof againstrtipeaton to improve one,
took up the idea and made of it what we know in medi2eval legend of ¢aé grince in
"Ethiopia " (or somewhere beyond the limits of the known world, whergnigagymight happen),
who ruled an empire of Christians as well as the harpies who ritech@im would allow him.
Now -that Englishmen are in authority somewhere near his land, gnkenadlowed to dwell on
the fact that the hero who saved the Christian King from his toarsewas the English Paladin,
Astolpho.

If Western dreamers ascribed to the King a rank and power somegytatd the facts, they
were hardly to blame, for their most extravagant imaginings yhavéint beyond what the
potentate was in the habit of ascribing to himself. In one lgtteleclared himself to be "ruler
of seventy kings, having under his dominion a Patriarch, twelve Metrapgliend twenty
Bishops." He was the ruler of "the three Indias, Babylon, and of ttibesmbered,”and he
used to keep tame salamanders to produce asbestos.

Actually the rule of this prince lasted till the days of Jendgtian, when that destroyer put
an end to him and to his rule, though the Tartar condescended to take hi®dalasusin, and
put her among his wives.

Meantime the bulk of the Assyrians, so far as one can infer frmmabsence of any
information about them at this period, were living as quietly in Mesmpiat as circumstances
would allow. They were still under the Khalif and the Atabeg of Mosul Zengin.

This man, whose name really means wealthy, but of which the Crasadade
"Sanguineus,” "Bloody," was a dangerous foe to the Crusading kingdomestiRal and more
particularly to its important outpost, the "county" of Edessa. Tdiierl he captured, thereby
opening the way for Saladin a couple of generations later; had hefilesdreand, he might have
conquered Jerusalem himself. He had, however, but little of thefaedhe faith that
distinguished the later ruler. He was intent on creating a pality for himself, with Mosul as
its capital.
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If he was a dangerous foe to those who happened to get in his way, @he kiodliest of
gaolers to Crusaders who fell into his hands, he was not a bad aguleose who admitted
themselves to be his natural subjects and paid him the tribute due.

Meantime "another Christian nationality had developed in an intereségngin the general
hurly-burly of Oriental affairs, the Armenians, suppressed in tveir kingdom, found means to
Start another. This stock, if it was already "not very much beloved of ithbmigs,” at
least showed the qualities of persistence and endurance.

In the days when the Bagratid kingdom of Armenia was at itdagteat had established
some sort of claim over the mountain districts of Cilicia inrthigghbourhood of Scanderoon and
the north-eastern corner of the Mediterranean, though the Armeniaesneeer (for their
misfortune) able to get actually down to salt water and becons¢éeraaof a port. This hilly
country was not over-run by the Turkish horsemen, and formed a refuge for some of the cade
of the Bagratid house, their leader being one Prince Rupen or Reuben.

He and his son Constantine were welcomed by the highlanders, who rwele feghting
stock, and had in former days provided the best troops of the Byzantipehawing this great
merit from the administrator's point of view, that they were aalole in the field and never
formidable in revolt. They were not big enough to be dangerous, politicHigy had, however,
an intense attachmnent to their old independence, and accepted the oldowsal as the
standard and embodiment of it.

Soon political events were to make these mountaineers really anporiThe Crusaders
came, and these warlike and native Christians not only supplied migsinveerecruits to the
dwindling army of Godfrey de Bouillon, but made the siege of Antioch ailpby by
furnishing supplies to the besiegers. Historians do not alwaystha@squestion, bow the great
Crusading army was able to feed itself during the eight monthsthtbaleaguer lasted, and
Armenians do not get their due credit either for the fact thatrrede the first and greatest of
the Crusades into a success, or for the fighting qualities thathtee showed, and have shown
later, when a reasonable opportunity was given them.

The Armenian barons-their leader had not yet taken the title ofuf@mng most, trusty allies
to the Crusading kingdom, as were another little "heretical" pedipée,Maronites of the
Lebanon mountain.

If the Crusaders were glad to find such efficient native allies two Christian peoples
were, of course, glad to welcome such helpers and rescuers asatis, Fand the alliance
continued for as long as the Crusades lasted. The Armenians fought side Wwth the knights
of the Temple and the Hospital-and sometimes against one or -otlieenof in the various
internal quarrels of the stormy little kingdom-and they had théanaks and disputes with
Bohemund of Antioch. One Templar adventurer, Melior, wished to abandon hisanowtse
their king. Their most natural ally, however, was the House of hasigwhich had acquired the
kingdom of Cyprus from Richard Coeur de Lion. after he had happened to céptire
characteristically casual fashion, on his way out to the Holy L3 two families of Lusignan
and Bagrad intermarried again and again, and the Armenian Liah ppagberly a quartering of
the Cyprian shield.

The Baron, or Prince, of Cilicia, became a king in the course oftthggle. He and his
people gave valuable help to another of the Crusading armies, thag¢dsriEk Barbarossa,
when it was on its march through Anatolia, and the Emperor of theRtohan Empire gave in
his gratitude a crown to his ally. The Emperor of Constantinopleinigeaf this, sent another.
Constantinople had, naturally, ancient rights over the whole land, and im#eedginal idea of
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the Crusades was, in the first place, the recovery for the @hretpire of the provinces that it
had lost to the infidel.” Of course that notion very soon slipped out of tménd of the
Crusaders, who conquered and held-while they could hold-for their own hand<Coirimeni
had not forgotten, however, and did not propose to allow their claim overnfane lapse
altogether. The Armenian King kept both crowns, and then got his own Cathar
Archbishop to anoint him King, so it is to be hoped that everybody wafiesdti We'. believe '
that both of these crowns have been preserved, and form a part olathedrkept in hope of
better days in the treasury of the Armenian Patriarchaterasalem. If so, they must surely be
the oldest royal diadems now existing and none can have survived stranger vicissitudes.

The question of the "Catholicos" of Armenia -- the title is pcatlyy equivalent to Patriarch,
but the Armenians regard it as superior to it-raises the quedtihe Armenian Church. The
original Catholicos of that body had ruled at Ejmiadzin, in "Old Armgehiand rules there still.
While the Armenian kingdom lasted, a branch of the nation had set mpdegsendent, with a
King at Van, who had his own Catholicos at Akhtamar, now merelyttitdiaere were thus two
Catholici in the Church of the nation, and now a third was added to theenn€lv King had to
have his own, and established him at Sis in Cilicia, where heatilinues to rule, or at least did
so continue, till the disasters of the Great War.

The fact of the Crusades, with their establishment of a Latigddm in Jerusalem, brought
both of these Churches, Armenian and Maronite, into immediate connectiorthei Latin
Church, and with the Pope. Both stood accused of heresy: the Armerstaiesk above--of
Monophysitism; the Maronite of a modification of the same error, whias enough to keep
them apart from others. They were "Monothelites," teaching-aor teateach-that the human
nature of Christ was so far unlike that of other men that it had namunil. This doctrine had.
been put forward by the Emperor Heraclius in the seventh century, irhdpe that
"Monophysites" and "Orthodox" might be able to agree on that compramisanite. The only
result of the well-meant overture had been to increase by one mralready manifold
divisions of Christendom, and to give to one more nation, albeit a very@mealh peg on which
they could hang the banner that should proclaim their difference from the Greek.

Now came the question: what were to be their relations withdha,lwith whom they had
hitherto had no quarrel, and with the Pope, whose claims to univergphmatle were only in
process of formulation at the time of their separation from thitht@ox and which had not, up
to that time, come above their ecclesiastical horizon?

The matter was not unimportant, for on it depended, not only the question whethe
Armenians and Maronites would or would not be dependable allies of tims,Uatit also the
whole problem of the future relations of the Papal Church with those of the East.

Thus it was a question which is very much alive still, in our own ddne Pope-or Papacy,
for it was the institution that was concerned and not any one holdewas iperfectly ready to
grant very liberal terms to either Oriental Church. Given d@aeracknowledgment of his
supremacy —and that might be made very vague —he was quite pceparrecognize the
Hierarchy of the non-Latin body, and to allow that they might continwéhas a later age was to
call a "Uniate" Church. Uniates are defined by a Roman Cathoiter as "Orientales uniti
Sanctae Sedi,” but-as that writer would readily admit-thereiking in the word to limit its
application to Orientals, though, as a matter of fact, all Undddsappen to be Easterns. Were
certain aspirations to take form, and the Pope to recognize anfEHg®rchy with an English
rite, that body would be also an Uniate" Church.
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At first, nothing but an indefinite submission to the Papacy, and somefsdoctrinal
explanation -varying with the Church concerned-was asked of theseegjriiat as time went
on, Papal prerogatives and doctrines that were open questions in the Kggdlevere more
strictly defined, and there was always a tendency on the pastnaf katins to draw the leading-
strings tighter, and of some Orientals to act, , exactly as we see others acting
now, and to imitate Roman ways for their own sake, and their devotiohs. vaSo the
independence of Uniates, once very considerable, is apt to be a diminishing quantity.

The motive of the Pope in making these concessions-for so they regaeted-to the
Orientals was partly political, partly ecclesiastical., Hiewing things from a distance, was able
to take a sound and statesmanlike view of the problems of the Ralkstgdom, which the
authorities on the spot, whether in Church or State, were by no meays able to do. He was
able to see that the loyal friendship of the Christians of thevasdsimply "articulus stantis aut
cadentis regni," in this case. "Franks’could not colonize Palestimehold it against the weight
of the Saracen invader. The "poulain,” the European or remixed blood" bibw lend, was a
byword among all nationalities and faiths. The European could at loegigthe leaders, lay or
ecclesiastical. The populace must be native-born. Further, the Popetkoegh there were
many "Latinizing zealots”who did not know it, that these Orienteds and hierarchies were as
ancient and as fine as ever the Latin one, and that they h | adnigerght to exist in the
Church. Thus he was quite prepared to recognize them, and not to insistae pronounced
acknowledgment of the Papal supremacy than he felt to be implied ioath3, taken at his
enthronement, "to preserve and increase the prerogatives of the Roman See."

Of the two Churches concerned at the moment, the Maronite frankgptadc Papal
supremacy, and being the first to submit, were given higher prigilge any other after them.
Hence the members of this Church have always remained what taydéhen, sincere, not to
say sometimes fanatical) adherents of the Papacy.

With the Armenians it was different. They were a larger badyy more independence to
keep, and at once less need of Frank protection., and less certaiattiraf what they needed,
for they were more exposed to attack. Further, the whole Maronitevbaglyn the Lebanon,
and it was one military question whether the Crusaders could ptioéactor no. Only a part of
the Armenian race was now included in the Armenian kingdom of Cikcraajority of it was
"rayah' to the Turk" over in old Armenia, and it could not possiblyaggtpolitical benefit, and
might incur real political danger, from too much friendliness with the Frank.

It will be readily understood that those who could get nothing by thefisacof the
independence that all prized were even less eager to makedtifatesthan those who did stand
to gain something

Further, both parties had their inconvenient zealots. There werenmamsewho were
certain that they, and they only of the sons of men, had preservedtthefRae -Church in its
purity. Their assured future reward for that fidelity, and the fits thought of the Gehenna
that awaited not only their oppressors, but also every other brand diti&hriwere their
consolation for what they had to endure now. Hence, even to explain whateltte far more
to submit to even the faintest shadow of a foreign jurisdiction, avasve up the faith of their
fathers, and such apostasy was anathema.

On the other side there were Latins to whom, as to some to-day, draRoman and
Catholic were interchangeable terms. The Latin rite and custants all that they were
themselves accustomed to, were so very clearly the most suitabsally, that it was a mere
duty to enforce them on everybody, and only wilful ignorance or crimindinalsy could
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explain the attachment that those inferior creatures, the Bsstelt for their obviously inferior
rite. Latins have no monopoly of this very human feeling. We have knoses eghere good
English Missionaries felt that only wilful obscurantism on the pérOrientals could explain
their preferring the Liturgy of St. James to the simple angbtscal worship of the Book of
Common Prayer.

The authorities on both sides, however, were more reasonable and thecGatbbISis
assented to some sort of uncertain agreement with, and submissioa Rgpal Church. The
exact terms were not defined too closely, and this uncertainnagmée entered into by the
Cilician part of the Armenian Church only, and by them merely forsties of political help,
lasted for just so long as that political help could be maintainéat Was not very long, for the
day of the Crusades was over when the thirteenth century began, thosgiodicaand heroic
efforts were made to prolong it. Jerusalem had been lost in 1189, and thaugtrange figure,
the agnostic Crusader Frederick Il, recovered it for a decad22@, it was lost again and finally
in 12,+4. Saint Louis could not recover it, and the year 1 268 saw theflafisprospect of
political support to the Armenians, when Antioch was taken by the Batg&ibars, the man
who had risen from the rank of a slave to that of Sultan of Egypt.fallhaf Acre a little later
meant that the last shadow of a Crusading kingdom was gone, and dfftamlyards the
Armenian kingdom went down under Islam. The last holder of the fijeaas for a moment at
the court of the King of England, when a "King of Armenia," pensiongéh@ing of Castile
and by his grace feudal lord of the city of Madrid, appears befateRi Il to beg him to follow
the example of his great namesake, and take the way of the Crusade.

It was about the year 1340 when the Armenian kingdom came to an enttivieljuk
dynasty -by then relatively civilized-was still ruling in Iconiumrheir heirs, however, had
already appeared on the scene. They were still fighting Comstpletiwhen the Ottoman Turk
arrived. At first a tribe of insignificant size, the chiefwalhich was given a territory by the
Sultan of Iconium for good service rendered by his four hundred horsemen tileféelzh their
ruling family yet produced for generation after generation suariessof great men as perhaps
no other dynasty has done, .and under those chiefs the little clan rtise tmquestioned
headship of the Turkish stock. Their founder had dreamed once of a beitréelted across
Asia and Europe, with its jewelled buckle at Constantinople, and hisvgenesto make that
vision good. In due course we shall see how that Oriental powernoveasme from the West,
and to rule the Assyrians in Mesopotamia.
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CHAPTER VI

THE MONGOLS

THE Seljuk invasion was no doubt bad enough for the unfortunate people who were
exposed to it, but actually it was but the first of a seriestlamegh all the invaders were of one
type, tile last were worse than the first. Naturally, thelyrdit all follow the same track. It was
hardly worth while for a plunderer to go, at least for a generatibare Alp Arslan and his men
had preceded him.

Still, if the Seljuk horde were Tartars, they had acquired at eaemblance and tincture of
civilization. The same could hardly be said of those who followed tdenghis Khan and
Timur, whom our fathers knew as Canibuscan and Tamburlaine, and for alet®drom whom
Eastern Europe prayed, putting them in the same category as ,PRajuse, and other
irresistible acts of God."

These latter waves of Tartar invaders, when they arrived, Wwemaérest savages. Washing
was an unknown ritual, and the compulsory ablutions that followed on converdshaniomust
have had certain undeniable advantages. They seemed hardly humahceeiaibelow what
men of the period had learned to think of as man-but at the sameastie more formidable
than other men

There was no denying that they were splendid soldiers. It was eglynthat their
hereditary tactics--those of the Parthian horse-archer--voergidable in themselves. Every
blow has its parry, and good generals like Richard Coeur de Lion had themign effective
answer to this mode of attack. The Tartar, and the Turk who is injshhe the instinct of
discipline born in him. He is a soldier by instinct, following and atgYiis chief, and dying in
the cause in which he is ordered to march, indifferent altogethervasether he shall die from
the sword of the enemy or through the mismanagement of his leadejsvial and kindly
ruffian, who loves playing with Armenian 'babies when he is alloweant,only bayonets them
when 'he is told to do so.

When the strange instinct of migration suddenly turned this formidaideny upon the
civilization of Mesopotamia, fate gave the invader a leader ofugerienghiz Khan, the
"Cambuscan" of Chaucer, was one of the great warriors of histbnseninstinctive strategy is
studied and admired by students of military history to-day. Moretti@nbe, the mere savage
nomad, took the pains to learn the use of, and to apply, the best nsititange of his day. It
was the only thing in civilization that he cared for, but that heakd and use. In that, too, he
resembles his Turkish descendant, who is as indifferent as man tasdence and art, but is
always ready to take up, and use, the latest methods of scidestrtiction. He did not invent
artillery, but it was he who taught Europe the power of it on the battlefield.

Jenghiz Khan, whose original name was Temuchin, was born as the sopetty and
unimportant chief in the year 1162. By the power of his own personaliythe attraction of
his victories, he drew all the Tartar race to himself, and béisréorty-fifth year was recognized
by the whole nation as the "Great Chief" and "Perfect Warridre' latter is the translation of
the name by which he is known in history, Jenghiz. The Tartars had teegugrate, and were
willing enough to take one who had already won their thorough approvaleasegalin the big
invasions that they contemplated; under the leading of Jenghiz, thatinggswarms went out
both to East and to West.
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The easterly movement, though it resulted in the overrunning and subjettioa whole
Chinese Empire, hardly concerns us. That more important for our puipdbesone over the
lands where the kingdom of Persia was now. beginning to organiZentsehew form, under
the rule of a Shah, Ala-ud-din Mahommed, who was nominally subordinate t@itteant
Khalif of Baghdad. Here, about the year 1220, or just when England wamwiher great
Charter, and under the personal orders of Jenghiz, there was such ah aegiruction as that
land, already old in war and its horrors, had never seen before. i@ Pamy sustained one
great defeat in the field, and then took itself to-the defence dbttided towns, only to find
that the Khan, a scientific warrior as well as a tribatiégawas irresistible there also. One great
city after another went down before him: Bokhara, Samarkand, Nishapur, Merat; and as
each was taken it was destroyed, and the whole of the inhabitants massacred.

One city was wiped out to avenge the death of a grandson of the Khatestrmyed so
thoroughly that its very site was forgotten by a later age, ththgmemory of the awful act
survived.- A land which had hitherto been populous was reduced to a desertmersen
thoroughly than had been the case when the Seljuks descended on Anataliaid$pf skulls-
marked the path of the conqueror, and at times one would be made fronoftinose, one of
women, one of children. A' contemporary writer, who had every opportunitaccirate
information, declared that not one thousandth part of the population waanikkftater writers
agree that it had never reached, and probably never would reach, one-tehtt dfhad been.
‘A land that depends on irrigation for its cultivation does not recameerdadily from such a
blow.

What made the act more fearful was the fact that religangticism bad nothing to do with
it.

There is something honourable, however awful, about the act of the man sthoys